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Newsletter 22 
18th June 2021 

St Bernadette’s Catholic  

Primary School 
Hobmoor Road, Yardley, Birmingham, B25 8QL 

Telephone: 0121-783-7232 

Website  stberns.co.uk 

Twitter: @StBernsPrimary 

e-mail: enquiry@stberns.bham.sch.uk 

 
At St Bernadette’s we are fully committed to safeguarding our children.  We expect all staff, parents and visitors to share this commitment. 

Year 3 First Holy Communion 
 

Please remember the children in Year 3 who will make 
their First Holy Communion at Holy Family Church on  

Saturday 19th June at: 

9.15am – class 3TK and children in 3EH surnames A-M 

11.15am – class 3SH and children in 3EH surnames N-Z 

For the First Holy Communion Masses, due to COVID 
restrictions, each family will be allocated a pew for a 
maximum of 6 family members (not including the 
communicant). Unfortunately, if your numbers exceed 
this, the remaining family members will not be able to 
attend and will have to watch the service online via the 
live stream provided from the church. 

The Year 3 children will also celebrate their first Mass 
together after their communion at a ‘Going Forth’ Mass 
in school on Wednesday 23rd June. The children will be 
required to attend school in their Communion attire and 
a professional photographer has been booked to take 
photographs of the children after Mass. The children 
should also bring a bag of party clothes to change into 
and a plate of party food to celebrate this special 
occasion. Unfortunately, due to current restrictions, 
parents will be unable to attend this Mass. 

 

Diary Dates 

JUNE 2021 
Saturday 19th 9.15 am - Year 3 – First Holy 
Communion Mass (3TK) (3EH - Surname A-M) 
11.15 am - Year 3 – First Holy Communion Mass 
(3SH) (3EH - Surname N-Z) 
Sunday 20th Father’s Day 
Wednesday 23rd 9.00 am – Going Forth Mass – 
Year 3 
Tuesday 29th Feast of St Peter & Paul (3SH own 
clothes) 

JULY 2021 
Monday 5th  
9.30 am – Year 2 Sports Day 1.30 pm – Year 1 
Sports Day 
Tuesday 6th  
9.30 am – Year 3 Sports Day 1.30 pm – Year 4 
Sports Day 
Wednesday 7th 9.00 am – Year 4 Mass (School) 
9.30 am – Reception Sports Day  
1.30 pm – Year 6 Sports Day 
Thursday 8th Nursery Sports Day - 9.30am  
Monday 12th Year 5 Sports Day - 9.30 am 
Tuesday 13th Leavers Production (TBC) 
Tuesday 20th 9.15 am – Outdoor Leavers Mass 
Wednesday 21st Feast of St Augustine (for 28/8 – 
2EL own clothes) Finish for Summer holidays 
 

Please make sure you are wearing a 
face mask when dropping off  

and collecting  

your child/ren.   

Thank you 
 

 

 
 

 

Confirmation 
Congratulations to the children in Year 6 who received the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit during the sacrament of 
Confirmation last Monday evening. This special sacrament 
was celebrated by Bishop David Evans and it was a lovely 
celebration in which the children were particularly 
reverent. Let us continue to pray for these children so that 
the gifts of the spirit bear fruit in their lives. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

COVID Update 
The continued surge of the Delta variant of the Coronavirus 
within Birmingham and the surrounding areas, has led to bubbles 
having to be sent home to isolate in some schools. Please can I 
remind all visitors to the school site that they should be wearing 
a face mask (unless they are exempt). I have noticed some 
parents arriving at school without face masks, who have 
previously worn them. Also, it is important that we continue to 
socially distance when on the school site. These rules are in place 
to protect you, the children and our community and prevent the 
transmission of the coronavirus. Please ensure that you are 
adhere to these rules. 

Furthermore, we will continue with the current arrangements 
with regard to not inviting parents in to school for events until it 
is safe to do so unfortunately this will include sports days. Early 
data suggests that this variant is more transmissible than 
pervious variants. We apologise for this action but it has to be 
taken to ensure that we keep our community as safe as possible. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

Lateness 
It has come to my attention that the 
number of children arriving late to 
school has increased in the past weeks 
and this causes disruption to children’s 
learning. Please ensure that your child 
arrives to school on time. The doors 
open at 8.20am for a prompt start at 
8.45am. All pupils should be in school 
and seated in their classrooms by 
8.45am. If your child arrives to school 
after 8.45am and enters through the 
office they will receive a late mark – ‘L’ 
code on the register. Children arriving 
after 8.55am will receive an 
unauthorised absence – ‘U’ code on 
the register, which will affect your 
child’s overall attendance figure. For 
further information about our 
attendance policy please see the 
school website. 
 

Term Dates for Next Academic Year 2021-2022  
Autumn Term 2021 

 

Term Starts:  
Thursday 2 September 2021  

 

Half Term:  
Monday 25 October 2021 

 to  
Friday 29 October 2021  

 

Term Ends:  
Wednesday 22 December 2021 

Spring Term 2022 
 

Term Starts:  
Monday 10 January 2022  

 

Half Term:  
Monday 21 February 2022  

to  
Friday 25 February 2022  

 

Term Ends:  
Friday 8 April 2022 

Summer Term 2022 
 

Term Starts:  
Monday 25 April 2022  

 

Half Term:  
Monday 30 May 2022  

to  
Friday 3 June 2022  

 

Term Ends:  
Friday 22 July 2022 

 

Please note that the Christmas holidays may be different from other Birmingham schools. 
School will also be closed on the following dates: 

 
Staff INSET 
Monday 22nd September 2021, Monday 1st November 2021, Friday 7th January 2022, Monday 28th February 2022, 
Monday 25th April 2022 
May Bank Holiday – Monday 2nd May 

(Please note the Inset Days may be subject to change) 

Fundraising 
Some of the staff of St Bernadette’s school are climbing Mount Snowdon on 10th July to show support for 

two special members of our school community. A current pupil and a former pupil are currently battling 

cancer and the school would like to show how much we are thinking of them as well as raising money to be 

shared equally between them. If you would like to give a small donation to this worthy cause then please 

visit:  https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/stbernadettessummersnowdonclimb  Thank you for your 

support. 

 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/stbernadettessummersnowdonclimb


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Book Club 
We are very excited to  
Start our next Staff Book 
Club read – The Shark  
Caller by Zillah Bethell.  
We would love to see  
some parents and Year 5 
and 6 pupils reading along 
side us too! Remember, reading role  
models play an important part  
in developing volitional reading habits in 
children.  

 

Maternity Leave 
Mrs McGrath commences her maternity leave 

on Monday 21st June. We wish her, and her 

husband all the best as they await the arrival of 

their first child. In Mrs McGrath’s absence, her 

class will be covered for the rest of the term by 

Miss Darby, initially, and then Miss Finnegan and 

Mrs Jones when they return from maternity 

leave in a couple of weeks. 
 

Drinks Bottles 
We do encourage the children to drink regularly 

throughout the day and water coolers are 

available all around school but can we just 

remind you that their drinks bottles filled at 

home should just contain plain water. Thank 

you. 
 

Ten:Ten Parent Newsletter 
The monthly Ten:Ten parent Newsletter which 

used to be attached to the school newsletter has 

now gone digital! It can now be found on the 

school website using the following link: 

https://www.stberns.co.uk/ten-ten-parent-

newsletter 
 

Hot Weather 
Please ensure that your child has a water bottle 
in school (KS2) and that sun cream protection is 
applied before school. It may also be wise to 
ensure that your child also has a sun hat, clearly 
labelled with their name and class. Thank you. 
 

Attendance 
Well done to the following children for having 

the best attendance in their key stage this week. 

FS/KS1 -  2SF 

KS2 - 6KL 
 

 

 

Vocations Day 
A huge thank you to all our parents and friends who 

volunteered their time, before we broke up for half 

term, to come in to speak to the children about 

vocations. I would particularly like to thank the 

following people for the time they spent talking to the 

children about their jobs: 

· Fr. Fretch who spoke to Year 6 and then we had 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for years 3 & 4 as 
part of our dedicated day of prayer for vocations. 

· Sr. Maura who spoke about her vocation to Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2. 

· Michelle Doyle who spoke to Year 3 and Year 1 about 
her job at St Basil's (a homeless charity working in the 
city). 

· Poncy Xavier, a physiotherapist, who spoke to Year 6 
about her job and how the pandemic has affected her 
role. 

· Deacon Owen Gresty who delivered a vocations 
workshop to Year 5. 

· Dr Dan, a paediatric doctor, who spoke to Year 3 and 
Year 4 about his job. 

· Bryn Markham-Jones who took part in a 'zoom call' 
with Year 6 about being a teacher during the pandemic 
and his role as a professional football referee. 

· Inspector Murray, from West Midlands Police, who 
took part in a 'Zoom call' with Year 1 and Year 2 all 
about his role in the police force. 

 

 School Uniform Sale 
 

Clive Marks will be available in 
school on 5th July at 2.00pm for 
any parents wishing to purchase 

school uniform. Please remember 
to bring your mask and ensure 

that you conform to social 
distancing regulations. 

 

 

 
 

https://www.stberns.co.uk/ten-ten-parent-newsletter
https://www.stberns.co.uk/ten-ten-parent-newsletter


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Homework and Diaries 
A considerable number of children are not 
completing their homework. Homework is now set 
online using the Seesaw platform on Tuesdays and 
Fridays and is not optional. Children should also be 
reading each night to an adult at home and learning 
their spellings that have been set. Please ensure that 
you are signing your child’s diary as evidence that 
homework is being completed. Staff will be regularly 
checking the children’s diaries to see that they are 
signed. Those children who do not complete their 
homework may be asked to stay in at break of 
lunchtime to complete the missed work. Please may I 
remind you that all parents have signed a home/ 
school agreement, when their child started school, 
stating that they would ensure homework is 
completed. I would appreciate your support in 
ensuring that your child completes their work – 
Thank you. 
 

Parking 
It is with regret that I am, yet again, having to 
mention parking on the school newsletter. We 
still have a number of parents who are not being 
considerate when they park, blocking drives and 
drop kerbs etc., putting children’s lives at risk. 
Please ensure that you leave driveways and 
drop kerbs clear so that everyone is able to 
access their drives and ensure that there is 
access to the pavement for the disabled and 
those with pushchairs. As previously mentioned, 
if it is brought to our attention that parents are 
parking illegally, details will be passed on to 
West Midlands Police so that fines can be 
issued. Please think before you park so that this 
action does not need to take place. 

Thank you.

 

 

Person of the Week 
Each week we share with the children the life and 
achievements of an inspirational person. This week 
that person is Coco Chanel a famous fashion 
designer. Following the death of her mother, Coco 
spent her early life in an orphanage, where she was 
taught how to use a needle and thread. From there, 
she became a cabaret singer, seamstress, hat maker 
and, eventually, the world's most famous fashion 
designer. 
 

Transition Days 
Due to the increase in the number of cases of the 
Delta variant of the Coronavirus, schools have been 
advised by the Local Authority that Secondary 
transitions days will now take place virtually. This will 
mean that the children will not attend their 
Secondary school for transition days as was originally 
planned. Furthermore, this also has an impact on the 
in-school transition day that we normally hold. As a 
result of this, there will be no in-school transition day 
this academic year, however, the usual transition 
activities for St Bernadette’s will take place during 
the first 2 days of the Autumn term. 
 

End of Year Reports 
This year we will not be sending hard copies of End of 
Year reports to parents. Reports will be emailed to 
parents in the coming weeks so please you check you 
emails. Please ensure that the office has your most 
up-to-date email address to ensure that your child’s 
report is received.  
 

Thought for the Day 
 

Don’t just learn, experience. 
Don’t just read, absorb 

Don’t just change, transform. 
Don’t just relate, advocate. 
Don’t just promise, prove. 

Don’t just criticise, encourage. 
Don’t just think, ponder. 
Don’t just take, give. 
Don’t just see, feel. 

Don’t just dream, do. 
Don’t just hear, listen. 
Don’t just talk, act. 
Don’t just tell, show. 
Don’t just exist, live. 

 

- Roy T Bennett. 



 

Grammar School Entry to Year 7 in 

September 2022 
We write to advise parents of our current Year 5 children that 
they can now register their child for the Grammar School 
entrance test by applying online before 4pm on 30th June 
2021, should you wish your child to attend a Grammar school. 
The test will take place on 11th September 2021. To register, 
parents need to visit www.birminghamgrammarschools.org. If 
you would like further information about the grammar school 
process, please contact the admissions department: 

The Grammar Schools in Birmingham 

Foundation Office, Edgbaston Park Road 

Birmingham, B15 2UD  

Website: www.birminghamgrammarschools.org  

Email: admissions@ske.uk.net  

 

 
 

Coins earned last 14 days  
Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 OVERALL 

Is'haq M. 
59,507 

Kelvin M 
53,902 

Alvin M 
65,749 

Robert F. 
22,983 

Alvin M 
65,749 

Joshua A. 
9,521 

Lexie W. 
32,674 

Logan W. 
21,370 

Marlie W. 
16,567 

Is'haq M. 
59,507 

Azlan U. 
5,282 

Della J. 
31,990 

Vir R. 
12,610 

Scarlett C. 
7,898 

Kelvin M 
53,902 

  
 
 

 

 

Reflection 

I feel that my mission 
is about to begin - to 
make others love God 

as I love Him. 

-St. Therese of 
Lisieux 

 

Resurfacing Work 
 

Swan Island Roundabout to Heybarnes Circus Roundabout inbound towards Birmingham city centre will be taking 
place from the 28th June – 26th July 2021. There will be a maintain pedestrian access for the duration of these works. 
  

 From 28th June – 12th July resurfacing works will take place inbound from Swan Island 
Roundabout to Redhill Road during the day and overnight. 

 From 5th July – 26th July re-surfacing works will take place inbound from Redhill Road to Heybarnes 
Roundabout also during the day and overnight. 

PLEASE ALLOW PLENTY OF TIME FOR YOUR JOURNEY TO AND FROM SCHOOL 

 

http://www.birminghamgrammarschools.org/
mailto:admissions@ske.uk.net


    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery 
(Blue) 

Flynn 
For saying his prayers so 
beautifully!  

Nursery 
(Red) 

Jacob 
For making a super shape robot 
and talking about the shapes. 

Nursery 
(Green) 

Archie 
For being a superstar in 
Nursery.   

Nursery 
(Yellow) 

Amelia 
For excellent progress in all areas 
of Nursery! Well done Amelia.  

RND 
 

Alan 
For his excellent reading using 
his phonics.   

3TK 
 

Grace 
For the wonderful booklet about 
floods that she made a home. 

Rio 
For his increased confidence 
and his eagerness to learn!   

Jones 
For being a wonderful role model 
to the other children in class.  

RPF 
 Hadi 

For working super hard in 
phonics!  

4AMD 
Stanley 

For completing research about his 
culture independently.  

Jake K For sitting nicely on the carpet.   Daisy 
For not giving up and for always 
giving her best.  

RSD 
 

Declan 
For trying so hard to do the 
right thing.   

4CB 
 

Zachary 
For being so enthusiastic in all 
lessons.  

Amelie 
For making a beautiful 
butterfly!   

Jack 
For using his manners beautifully 
last week.  

1EG 
 

Melody-
Rose 

For a fantastic effort in all her 
lessons.  

4CM 
 

Niah For fantastic effort in class work.  

Khaleesi 
For always using her manners 
and being polite and helpful.   

Grace 
For always being polite and 
helpful.  

1OB 
 Mollie 

For working hard in all her 
lessons and always having 
beautiful manners.  

5EB 
 Sienna-Rose For great efforts in Maths.  

Billy 
For putting in effort during RE 
lessons.  

Stephin For great efforts in Maths.  

1SMCG 
 

Keira 
For a great effort in Maths 
lessons.  

5KH 
 

Sehr 
For always being so helpful and 
having such beautiful manners.   

Kieron For excellent work in RSE.  Logan 
For increasing his word count 
significantly on AR.   

2EL 
 Milania 

For settling in so well at St. 
Bernadette’s.  We are lucky to 
have you Milania.    

5LC 
 Alayna 

For showing real courage and 
enthusiasm during our animal man 
visit.  

Alisa 
For an informative and 
beautifully presented good 
hygiene poster. 

Summiyah 
For working hard in our dance 
lessons.  

2RW 
 

Riley 
For being polite and respectful 
to his teachers and friends.  

6AMJ 
 

Mason 
For trying hard in his end of year 
assessments. 

Ahmed For being kind and caring.  Lucy 
For trying hard in her end of 
year assessments. 

2SF 
 

Amalia For excellent RE work.  
6KL 
 

Jordy 
For an excellent effort learning his 
lines for our Y6 production.  

Keone For fantastic maths work.  Chelsea 
For an excellent effort learning her 
lines for our Y6 production.  

3EH 
 

Joshua 
For his fabulous attitude 
towards his Maths work.  

6ZB 
 

Scarlett 
For an excellent effort learning her 
lines for our Y6 production.  

Lacie 
For trying hard with her topic 
work.  

Harley 
For an excellent effort learning his 
lines for our Y6 production.  

3SH 
Charlie 

For a consistently excellent 
effort in homework and spelling 
tasks.  

 
  

Alysia 
For becoming more confident 
during classroom discussions 
and putting your hand up.  

  

 

Special Certificates 
Each week a child from each class is nominated to receive a special certificate through the post.  The pupils who are 

awarded these certificates have shown that they really understand what it means to live as Jesus taught us, perhaps 

by being particularly kind or helpful.  Well done to the following children: 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 


