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The month of Januwary is dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus, which is celebrated on Januwary 3rd.
“Thou. shalt call His Name Jesus, for He shall sanve His people from their sins.”

The opening daws of January may be cold and nature bleak, but the domestic chumrch still glows warm with
the peace and joy of Christmas; The first twelnve daws of January Jall during the liburgical season known as
Churistmas it is represented by the liturgical colour white — the colowr of light, a symbol of joy, purity and
innocence (absolute or restored) . We dedicate the New Year to Mary on the Ist of Jaruwary in the Solemnity

her as Mother of God. It is thirough the virginal Motherhood of Mary that the Word was made
Flesh. In adoring the Son of God made man in the Child of Bethlehem, we recognize that Mary is the Mother of
Cod —Magnificat; on Jaruwary Gth, the Solemniiy of Epiphany (cdf)omledont)rwnza//ws:umdmj),we
rejoice with her, asher Son is adored by the three Wise Men, whose gifts foreshadow future events and
proclaim Him as King, Prophet and Priest. Hurald John, who ushered in the Advent season, is present once
again to close Chwristmastide on the feast of the Baptism of Our Lord (The First Luminous Mystery.) He points
to Jesuws, WLW#G&WWWWWWWEM&W am,dmea/rwmg's
diminishing darkness seems to echo St. Jo’?mspm,ge/r "He must increase and | muwst decrease.”

The remaining days of January open the beginning of Ordinary Tume, which is represented by the liturgical
colowr green. This symbol of hope is the colowr of the sprouting seed and arouses in the faithful the hope of
reaping the eternal harvest of Heanven, especially the hope of a glorious resurrection. The colous green is used

in the offices and Masses of Ordinary Time.
In. this liturgical. season the Chuch eagerly Jollows Our Lord as he gathers his apostles and annownces his

mm,on.AtCamlswedd/i/ngjéaAt (TthmuiLumeimMgsmy) he purforms his furst public miracle at the
mM#mMm,mmwmmmgwmbmmm.

We, his present-dawy disciples should pray for a like faith as we contemplate the eternal wedding feast of the
Lamb and the unique role of the Blessed Mother in the plan of salvation. We should wholeheartediy obey her
words of cownsel: “Do whatever he tells you.”
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This month the main litwrgical feasts are:

MaryMother of God (Januarylst)
St. Basid the Great and St. GregoryNazianzen (January 2nd )
Holy Name of Jesus (Jaruary 3rd.)
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (Januarylith)
St. John Neumann (January Sth)
Epiphany of the Lord (January 6th)
Andre Bessette (Jaruary6th)
Raymond of Penafort (January 7th)
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (January 2th)
StHulary; StKentigern (Mungo) (January 3th)
St , abbot (Jaruwary [7th)
Second Sunday in Ordinary Tume,Sunday
StFabian and St Sebastian (Januwary 20th)
St Agnes (January 2lst)
Day of Prawer for Unborn. (January 22nd)
Vincent of Suragossa (January 23rd)
Francis de Sales; Our Lady of Peace (January 2lth)
The Feast of the Conwersion of St. Paul the Apostle (January 25th)
Third Sundayin Ordinary Time,Sunday - The Word of the Lord
Sts. Timothyand Titus (Jarnuary 26th),
St Angela Merici. (January 27th)
StThomas Aquinas (Jaruwary 28th)
St John Bosco (January 3lst)
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