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Prayer 
“A light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness 

could not overpower.” – John 1:5 

God of love and hope, you made the world and care 

for all creation, but the world feels strange right now. 

The news is full of stories about Coronavirus. Some 

people are worried that they might get ill. Others are 

anxious for their family and friends. Be with them and 

help them to find peace. We pray for the doctors and 

nurses and scientists, and all who are working to 

discover the right medicines to help those who are ill. 

Thank you that even in these anxious times, you are 

with us. Help us to put our trust in you and keep us 

safe. Amen. 
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At St Bernadette’s we are fully committed to safeguarding our children.  We expect all staff, parents and visitors to share t his commitment. 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

As we complete the third week of ‘Lockdown’ we hope that this message finds you and your 

families fit and well during these challenging times. Hopefully you have managed to establish a 

routine with your children and were able to complete some school work but also find time for 

being creative, having fun, quality time together and prayer. Officially it is the Easter holidays, 

although it does not feel like it for some, and many of you may have been looking forward to 

going away or spending time with your extended families, which unfortunately we can no longer 

do. I appreciate these times may be difficult but it is important that we do not lose sight of why 

these restrictions have been placed upon us - to save lives! 
 

Over the last few weeks, I would like to thank you for taking up the baton of home schooling and 

understand for some that this may have been difficult, having to juggle working from home, 

looking after the usual day to day running of a home, whilst also trying to entertain and provide 

an education to your children. Therefore, after the Easter Holiday we will be providing the 

children with daily Mathematics and English tasks to complete which can be accessed online. 

You should have received an email this week with the usernames and passwords your child will 

need to access this material. Please keep these details safe. 
 

At school we are continuing to provide care for our more vulnerable children and those whose 

parents are key workers. We would like to thank all keyworkers for the tasks that they are 

undertaking trying to help during this pandemic. I would also like to personally thank the staff of St 

Bernadette’s who continue to come into school to provide child care during this difficult time 

and those working tirelessly from home, contacting families and preparing work for the new term. 
 

Please enjoy the rest of the Easter break and remember to observe social distancing rules to 

ensure that we all remain safe. Remember - these restrictions won’t be in place forever. 
 

Happy Easter! 
 

Stay safe and God bless. 
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Office Closure 
Please note that even 

though school will 

remain open for our 

most vulnerable 

children and for those 

children of key workers, 

the school office is 

closed over the Easter. 

The office will reopen 

on Monday 20th April. 

 

Reflection 
Every crisis in life is also 

an opportunity to turn 

to our beloved Saviour 

in trust and complete 

abandonment so as to 

rest in His merciful 

hands. To rest in the 

hands of God means 

we are secure, despite 

the uncertainty of life. 

It means we are free to 

love God and others, 

despite the challenges 

we face. It means we 

raise our eyes to 

Heaven, rather than 

look down in fear. 
 

Further online 

resources 
In addition to the 

online materials that 

can be found on the 

school website to 

support home-

schooling (under 

Corona virus, Home 

Learning), the DfE have 

also released a link to a 

variety of resources 

which you may find 

useful. The link to these 

can be found at: 

www.t.ly/dZxgA 

 

 

Holy Week 
 

This has been an unprecedented and unique Holy Week for 

us all, as we were unable to meet for Mass and other 

services that followed Our Lord on the way of His Passion 

and death. 
 

Despite this, we can of course continue to make this a time 

of personal reflection and prayer or join with online services 

over the Easter weekend. You may wish to unite with the 

priests of Corpus Christi parish via 

www.facebook.com/corpus.christi.56679015 or alternatively 

click on: www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk or 

www.vaticannews.va or on www.churchservices.tv  for 

services in UK and Irish Churches with webcams. 

 

Ideas for Prayer 
During this time of church and school closure, Ten Ten is 

offering all schools and their families the opportunity to 

access FREE prayer resources for the home:  

Sunday Liturgies to use at home can be found on 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/sunday-liturgy-for-

families and daily prayers for use at home on 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/daily-prayers-for-home 

Further liturgies have been produced by One Life Music. 

They have kindly recorded a liturgy for schools and home. 

This will be a weekly event from now on (hence the title 

Weekly Worship and Song). You will be able to access it 

through the link below. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAeRJgWg0JDFhljNd

y2R_tw 

Praying at Home 
Whilst at home, you may wish to make a small prayer-space 

on a table where you can focus on a ‘prayer symbol’ and 

unite with the Church worldwide in prayer by using our 

school prayer book or some of the liturgies listed above. 

GOOD FRIDAY – place a Crucifix on your prayer table (or 

cross if you don’t have a crucifix). The crucifix on your rosary 

beads will also do. We can venerate (reverently kiss) the 

cross at or near to 3 o’clock – the time Jesus died. You may 

also pray the Stations of the Cross from your school prayer 

book 

EASTER SUNDAY – place any or all of the following on your 

payer table: a small stone representing the stone rolled 

away from the Tomb, an egg symbolising Christ’s gift of new 

life at His Resurrection, a flower or plant for our hope of 

healing and new life for the world. 

 
Reception and Nursery will be using Tapestry after Easter for online learning.  

Please email reception@stberns.bham.sch.uk  or nursery@stberns.bham.sch.uk   

if you are not registered on Tapestry. 
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Government Advice  
A reminder that the single and 

most important action we can 

take in fighting the coronavirus is to 

stay at home, so we can protect 

the NHS and save lives. When we 

reduce the day to day contact 

with other people, we will reduce 

the spread of the infection. Please 

remember that you should only 

leave the house for one of four 

reasons: 
 

· Shopping for basic necessities 
 

· One form of exercise per day 
 

· Any medical reason 
 

· Travelling to and from work, but 

only where this cannot be done 

from home. 
 

Covid-19 Coronavirus for 

children 
 

If you haven’t been sure about 

how to talk to your child about the 

coronavirus, their worries and the 

new way of life we’ve been thrown 

into, the brilliant Axel Scheffler has 

produced a book about the 

Covid-19 Coronavirus just for 

children - and it's available as a 

FREE download. The Gruffalo 

illustrator has worked with 

consultant Professor Graham 

Medley, two head teachers and a 

psychologist to make sure the 

book got the messages right, 

answering questions about 

quarantine, how you can catch 

the virus and what happens if you 

get ill. Please share so it's available 

to every family who needs it. 

https://nosycrow.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/Coronav

irus_INS.pdf 

In lieu of payment the publishers 

have stated that, if you would like 

to, you can make a donation to 

the NHS and health services in our 

country. If you would like to donate 

some money to help them, you 

can do so here: 

https://www.nhscharitiestogether.c

o.uk 

 

 

A message for the children of St Bernadette’s 
 

Dear Children, 
 

We hope that you are all well and have been working 

hard at home to help your Mummies and Daddies and 

all of your family stay safe. As you know, the government 

have asked us to stay at home, and remember to wash 

our hands so that we can help to stop the spread of the 

coronavirus. We know staying at home can be difficult, 

particularly when the sun is shining outside but we must 

all do what we can to help. If you can, try and get out 

into the garden to have some fun and appreciate the 

changes that are taking place in nature. 

We know that many of you have been trying to get into 

routines at home and doing some school work which is 

excellent, and it is lovely to see what many of you are 

getting up to from the updates on Twitter. We would love 

to hear from more of you about the books you have 

read, or the things you have crafted or baked. For many 

of you and your parents it is a new experience and way 

of learning. There may be times when you or your 

parents get frustrated, but this is only natural. Try to help 

your parents by doing what you are told without any 

fussing. All we can ask is that you try your best and 

support each other and make life easier for each other 

during this time. 

For some of you, we know that this is a worrying time, but 

try not to worry about things, leave that to the adults. 

Remember to talk to them about any concerns that you 

may have so that they are able to help. If you can, also 

try and spend some time talking to God and praying for 

our key workers and scientists so that an end to this 

comes quickly. 

Although school is open to some children whose parents 

are key workers and have very important jobs to do, your 

teachers do miss your smiling faces. We miss hearing 

about the things you have done at home and about 

your families. Your teachers have not forgotten about 

you and think about you every day. They are working 

hard to prepare some more work for you to do after 

Easter and hope that you will enjoy the activities that 

they have planned. 

We hope that you enjoy the rest of the Easter break and 

find some time to think about this special season in the 

Church’s calendar where we remember the ultimate 

sacrifice that Christ made for us by giving his life for us. 

Please enjoy the quality time that you are having 

together with your family. 

Sending you every good wish and blessing. Keep safe. 

 

From all the staff at St Bernadette’s 
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