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Newsletter 17 
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St Bernadette’s Catholic  

Primary School 
Hobmoor Road, Yardley, Birmingham, B25 8QL 

Telephone: 0121-783-7232 

Website  www.stberns.co.uk 

Twitter: @StBernsPrimary 

e-mail: enquiry@stberns.bham.sch.uk 

 

At St Bernadette’s we are fully committed to safeguarding our children.  We expect all staff, parents and visitors to share this commitment. 

Prayer 

 

God of compassion, 

be close to those who are ill, 

afraid or in isolation. 

In their loneliness, be their 

consolation; 

in their anxiety, be their 

hope; 

in their darkness, be their 

light; 

through Him who suffered 

alone on the cross, 

but reigns with you in glory,  

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 
 

 

Staff Message to you  
The staff are missing you all dearly and have 

produced a little message for you all.  To access 

the message please click  

on the following link:  

http://vimeo.com/4135527377 

I hope you all enjoy seeing it. 

Take care and keep safe! 

Reflection 

 
“Sometimes you have to 

let go of the picture of 
what you thought life 

would be like and learn 
to find joy in the story 

you are actually 
living.” 

 

Rachel Marie Martin. 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

I hope that you and all your family are safe and 

well and are coming to terms with the changes 

that ‘lockdown’ has brought to all our lives.  Many 

of you have now become the primary educators 

of your children and are having to juggle working 

from home along with this.  Remember, as a 

school, the staff have been working hard to 

produce daily online lessons for the children to 

support you in doing this.  This is a big change for 

everyone and we are all trying our best to make 

the most of this difficult situation.  Alongside home 

learning, this is also a great opportunity to allow 

our children to be children. Let’s take it. Make 

mud pies, play Frisbee in the garden, wear silly 

costumes, play charades and dance like no one 

is watching! De-stress the situation and see it as a 

gift to enjoy quality time with your amazing 

children. 

Remember, ‘Lockdown’ will not be in place 

forever and we will soon be able to reunite as the 

St Bernadette’s family. 
 

God bless and stay safe. 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Koneill/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.stberns.co.uk
http://vimeo.com/4135527377


 

 

 
Home Learning 
 

A number of our Nursery children have made a fantastic effort and made their Nursery teachers 

very happy:  Alfie, Stanley, Neil, Brianna, Jake and Freddie have all been uploading pictures and 

videos on the book Elmer, phonics activities and their shape work.  These have been a delight to 

watch along with some lovely activities of their own like guitar playing, pizza making and 

introducing us to baby sisters. Well done! 
 

In Reception, Miss Deards has been really impressed with the work that Iga has been completing.  

What a superstar!  Miss Finnegan was also wowed by Callum for the amazing boat he made for 

the Family Challenge (creating a boat the floats).  Miss Fullerton was amazed by the fantastic 

phonics and reading work undertaken by Chloe and Ezra and would like to say a big thank you 

to their parents for uploading pictures and videos daily.  Super work! 
 

In Year 1, Bismath has really made Mrs Bhella smile by the dedication he has shown to his English 

work. The Year 1 teachers are also proud of Ann for always completing her work to a high 

standard, Sienna for her amazing work in Maths and Maria-Eleni for such a fantastic effort. Keep it 

up! 
 

In Year 2, Charlie B, Alysia and Georgio have impressed Mrs Harston with their tremendous efforts 

with their English work and also Felix with his Maths work.  Miss O’Toole was impressed by the 

brilliant pieces of English work James and Felix produced.  Mrs Lennon would like to say a big well 

done to Charlie B for his excellent Maths work and to Reo for trying really hard with his home 

learning.  Keep up the fantastic work! 
 

In Year 3, William has impressed Mrs Corkery by logging in each day and completing all of his 

Maths work and Megan M has shown some great improvement in her English tasks. Mrs Kelly is 

also very pleased with the Maths work Megan M has produced.   Miss Gibbs is so pleased with 

Katees for going above and beyond in his responses to reasoning questions in Maths.  Mrs Hill is 

really impressed by Greta, Reign, Daisy and Oliver who have been trying really hard to complete 

one Maths activity each day to keep on top on their work. Well done! 
 

In Year 4, Anniyah has shown some fantastic effort in her Maths work, making Miss Manders very 

happy.  The Year 4 teachers are also impressed with Jithin for writing amazing descriptive 

sentences in the style of Eva Ibbotson, Zachary for brilliant Maths work and Sienna-Rose for her 

amazing effort and for writing a brilliant story. Fantastic effort! 
 

In Year 5, well done to Erin who has been in school each day and shown such a positive attitude.  

Mr Baker is also impressed with Josh, Kimani and Jacob for completing their Maths work on the 

correct days and for some really engaging learning conversations.  He was also impressed by 

Elisia, Khloie and Scarlett for their good performance and effort each day in English.  Ms Ryan 

and Ms Speake are really happy with Alex for his effort in English, particularly his book review and 

Macey H for her effort in Maths. Mrs Beaman has been made happy by Chloe W by her 

incredible Maths work, with accurate and well explained answers. Mrs Dorrian would like to 

highlight how well Elisia and Charlie have been completing their online work.  Keep up the 

tremendous work! 
 

In Year 6, Kieron has been working hard to complete his English tasks, making Mr Markham-Jones 

a very happy Man.  Kacper has impressed Miss Lakin by completing every task each day without 

fail.  Miss Connaire and Mr Carroll are particularly proud of Kian for the effort he puts into his 

English and Maths work and for replying to any comments.  Excellent effort! 
 

It is lovely to see the effort that lots of the children are putting into their work. Thank you. 
 

Bank Holiday 

The May Bank Holiday to celebrate VE day has been moved to Friday 8th May.  Please 

note that no online work will be set for the children on this date.  Please enjoy this time to 

have fun as a family. 

 



 

 

  

Free School Meals Voucher 

Scheme 
We have had a number of parents 

contacting school asking if they are entitled 

to the free school meal voucher scheme that 

the government had introduced.  Firstly, it is 

important to understand that there are two 

different types of Free School Meals: the first 

one being called Universal Infant Free School 

Meals – these are meals that the government 

provide to ALL children in Reception, Year 1 

and Year 2.  You are NOT automatically 

entitled to the free school meal voucher 

scheme if your child is in these year groups.  

The Free School Meal Voucher Scheme is for 

those children whose parents are in receipt of 

certain benefits from the government.  If you 

are unsure whether you qualify for the FSM 

voucher scheme you can visit 

www.link2ict.org/fsm You will then be notified 

whether you qualify.  You do NOT need to 

contact school as school will automatically 

be notified. 
 

Finally, it appears that the company the DfE 

have chosen to distribute the voucher, 

Edenred, are having a lot of trouble getting 

these voucher out, which is out of our control.  

Please keep checking your email, particularly 

your spam folder, as they are being 

distributed, albeit slowly.  The website to 

redeem the vouchers can also be very busy 

during the day, so perhaps try later in the 

evening. If you do encounter any problems, 

please do NOT contact school as we are 

unable to offer support.  Please email 

Edenred directly on: 

freeschoolmealsparentscarers@edenred.com 

 

World day of prayer for 

vocations  
World day of prayer this year falls on 

Sunday 3rd May.  This year Pope Francis 

has chosen to reflect upon Jesus' call 

for Peter to walk across the water 

during the storm. He offers a very 

beautiful reflection on vocation, which 

seems very apt in our current 

circumstances.  You can read the 

Pope’s letter here: 

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.u

k/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=cbb

972b4-fd47-41e1-9368-d41a80f8355e 

 

Prayer for vocations 

Heavenly Father,  

we thank you for the witness and 

ministry of the bishops, priests and 

deacons and consecrated men and 

women in the Archdiocese of 

Birmingham.  

 

Continue to send labourers into your 

harvest.  

Inspire the hearts of your people to 

answer your call to the priesthood, the 

diaconate and to the religious life.  

 

Bless our families with a spirit of 

generosity and may those you call 

have the courage to give themselves 

to your Church in faith.  

 

Send your Holy Spirit upon me to guide 

me in my own vocation.  

Enlighten my mind to show me what 

you want of me; fill my heart with the 

determination to answer your call 

in faith, hope and love. Through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.  

 

Amen. 

 

Families Magazine 

The next edition of the ‘Families’ 

magazine is available to read online.  

It contains lots of useful information 

and can be accessed via 

https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/f

ambhammay2020 

 

 
 

Pastoral Support 
You may find yourself in need of some 

support during this difficult time.  The pastoral 

team have added a section to the school 

website:  

https://www.stberns.co.uk/pastoral-support 

which you may find useful in signposting you 

to support that is available. 
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Mental Health 

Support 
A range of new, easily 

accessible mental health 

support is now available for 

patients in Birmingham and 

Solihull, based around four 

groups:  

 

 0-18 year olds in 

Birmingham 

 0-19 year olds in 

Solihull 

 Over 18s in 

Birmingham and 

Solihull 

 Key workers. 

 

These services are provided 

by a range of local 

organisations, and offer 

emotional help, guidance 

and reassurance to people 

in Birmingham and Solihull 

who may be finding the 

current Coronavirus 

situation overwhelming.  

 

The flyer attached to this 

newsletter includes 

information about the 

mental health services 

available.   

 

 

Message to the children 
 

Dear Children, 

 

I hope you are all well and continue to support your 

families at home during ‘Lockdown’.  Remember to 

make things as easy as possible at home for everyone 

by helping out, completing your home learning and 

doing as you are told.  It has been lovely to see so 

many of you trying so hard and impressing your 

teachers with the work that is being produced.  Keep it 

up!  Remember your teachers are able to see the work 

you have produced and write comments on it to help 

you.  For those who have not managed to complete 

work – please get online.  It should only take you a 

couple of hours at the most to complete the work set 

and then you have the rest of the time to enjoy doing 

things as a family.  It is lovely to see the extra activities 

many of you have been doing and posting to Twitter – 

cooking, drawing, cycling and generally being 

creative, well done! 

 

Keep up the great work.  Keep safe and well. 
 

 

Work Packs 
In total over 46 work packs have been produced this 

week that were requested by parents who do not 

have access to the internet.  Unfortunately, 16 packs 

have not been collected this week.  This is an extra 

service that school is providing to support families who 

cannot access the online material and if packs are not 

collected then this service will be withdrawn.  Please 

ensure that if you have requested a work pack that it is 

collected on a Wednesday between 9.30am and 

2.30pm.  Completed work should be returned the 

following Wednesday as new packs are collected. 

 

 

 STAY HOME 

  

PROTECT THE NHS 

  

SAVE LIVES 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


