
Year 1
Parents’ 

Welcome 
Meeting



Staff

• Miss Bowden

• Miss Gibbs

• Mrs Begum

• Mrs Clarke



All important diary dates can be found on 
the school website and school newsletter.



Uniform
• Children should now be in winter uniform 

(shirt and tie.) Their top button must be 
fastened.

• Please ensure children are wearing school 
shoes and not trainers. Children should not be 
wearing boots in school.

• Where possible children should use a blue bag 
or a bag of similar size in order for it to fit into 
their drawer. This should be in school every 
day.

• Children should not be wearing jewellery or 
watches. 



PE
• All items should be labelled.

• PE kit should be kept in school for the half 
term.

• The children may bring in a tracksuit for 
outdoor P.E. once the weather becomes 
cooler.

• Please encourage children to do their own 
laces and ties.



Homework

English

Assigned Tuesday using Seesaw to be 
completed by Friday.

Maths

Assigned Friday using Seesaw to be 
completed by  Tuesday.



Medical

• Please update medical forms 
including allergies and asthma if 
required. 

• Please ensure all medicines are 
up to date (e.g. inhalers)



Writing

At this stage of the year we are actively focusing on 
your child’s ability to form all letters correctly.  This 
includes capital letters and lower case letters.

The children should all be able to write their name 
with the correct capital and lower case letters and 
their writing should sit on the line.

Please practise this at home 
with your child, encouraging 
the correct pencil grip.



Reading

• We aim to change class 
reading books once a week. 
This is for you to read with 
your children.  Please sign the 
children’s reading record to 
say you have heard them read.



Read Write 
Inc book Oxford Reading Tree 

book.



Reading for Pleasure:



Why is it important?

• Of all the subjects taught in school, reading is first 
among equals – the most singular in importance 
because all others rely on it. Excellence in almost any 
academic subject requires strong reading. 

• People who read lots attain more. They also develop: 
general knowledge; vocabulary; a better attitude to 
writing; higher overall attainment; emotional 
awareness; a wider understanding of the world and 
greater expression through speech and writing. 

• Significant correlation between reading ability and 
GCSE results across all subjects. Children who are 
weak readers will struggle as much in maths and 
science at GCSE as they do in English and in arts 
subjects.



Why is it important?

• The consequences of illiteracy are immense: 
– reduced access to higher education; 

– more limited job choices; 

– on average, lower income; 

– higher risk of permanent exclusion; 

– poor health; 

– poor housing; 

– more likely to have a mental health problem; 

– higher risk of imprisonment; 

– shorter life expectancy.



How can you support?

• Read every day with your 
child for at least 15 
minutes a day. 

• Encourage your child to 
read a wide range of 
reading material - fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry, 
newspapers and 
magazines.

• Use our Top 20 or Book of 
the Month suggestions to 
help explore a wider 
range of authors and 
genres.

• Talk to your child about 
what they are reading.

• Create a Toppsta profile 
and enter giveaways to 
win new books for your 
child to review –
encourage them to share 
their opinions about what 
they have read. 

• Take them to the library.



Hearing Children Read at Home:

• This should happen for at least fifteen minutes 
each night.

• Try to make this a special time for you and your 
child – it should not feel stressful or pressurised
for the reader.

• Please focus your attention entirely on your child 
for this time. Turn off devices and remove other 
distractions.

• Use strategies such as echo-reading or choral 
reading to help your child’s fluency and 
expression.

• Even the most confident readers need to be 
heard reading aloud – encourage older pupils to 
read a page or two aloud, before then reading 



Reading Records:

• Each child has a reading record, which must be 
signed at least three times a week.

• Children who have their diary signed at least 
three times per week will be entered into a 
termly prize draw.

• Teachers will check diaries weekly.

• If a child does not have their diary in school, they 
will not be able to receive their reading star for 
that week. Children must collect at least ten stars 
to enter the prize draw. 



What will we be doing in school?
• Hearing them read regularly in school to check 

their fluency.

• Having story time every day to share and 
enjoy books together. 

• Sharing books in other lessons such as Science 
and Computing.

• Providing lots of books linked to our year 
group Topic Curriculum so that they can learn 
more.

• Providing challenges (like Top 20 and Book of 
the Month) to encourage them to read a 
wider range of books.





Common Exception Words

The children are currently being assessed to see 
which common exception words they know.

The aim is, that with your support, all children in 
Year 1 will be able to read the common 
exception words by the end of the Autumn 
Term. A list of these can be found on the school 
website and in your child’s diary. Any problems, 
ask your child’s Teacher.



The Spelling Shed is a resource that 
is used from year 1 to year 6 this 
academic year. It will form part of 

your child’s weekly homework. 
Spellings will be accessible from 

Tuesday-Tuesday (one week).



It is a fun interactive way to help children
practise spelling via a simple online game. Pupils
will be given a booklet containing their spelling lists
for the year (also available on the school website)
They will be tested each week and should practise
their spellings using the Spelling Shed website. You
do not have to purchase the app – they can log
using the official website instead.

There are four difficulty levels, which offer different
levels of support. By playing the games, pupils earn
points to buy items for their avatars.

We will be able to monitor how much each child
practises their spellings and will be able to address
common areas of difficulty.



Computing

In Y1, as part of the Computing 

curriculum, we will cover:

• Word Processing 

• Painting

• Programming Toys 

The computing units incorporate key knowledge and 
understanding to ensure preparation for using technology devices 
safely and responsibly.  We will also explore Self-Image and 
Identity, Online Relationships, Online Bullying, Online Reputation, 
and Health, Well-being and Lifestyle. 





Also…

• Messages to go to a member of 
staff in the morning at the door.

• School trips must now be paid for 
by parents via parent pay.



Free School Meals

• Free school meals are available to pupils in 
receipt of, or whose parents are in receipt of 
one of more of the following benefits:

• Universal credit  (provided you have an annual 
net earned income of no more than 7,400 
pounds as assessed by earnings from up to 
three of your most recent assessment periods.

• Income support

• Income- based jobseeker’s allowance.

• Income- related employment and support 
allowance



• Support under Part V1 of the Immigration and 
Asylum act 1999

• The guarantee element of pension credit

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also 
entitled to working tax credit and have an 
annual gross income of no more than 16,190 
pound.

• Working tax credit run-on- paid for four weeks 
after you stop qualifying for working tax 
credit.

• If you would like to apply for free school 
meals:



Thank you for your time and support!

All of this information can be found on 
the school website.


