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Newsletter 21 
28th May 2021 

St Bernadette’s Catholic  

Primary School 
Hobmoor Road, Yardley, Birmingham, B25 8QL 

Telephone: 0121-783-7232 

Website  stberns.co.uk 

Twitter: @StBernsPrimary 

e-mail: enquiry@stberns.bham.sch.uk 

 
At St Bernadette’s we are fully committed to safeguarding our children.  We expect all staff, parents and visitors to share this commitment. 

 

School Closure INSET 

A reminder that school will be closed to all 

pupils on Monday 7th June due to staff 

training.  School will reopen on Tuesday 8th 

June after the half term break. 

 

First Holy Communion 
Congratulations and well done to the children in Year 4 
who celebrated the sacrament of First Holy Communion 
on 15th May. The children looked beautiful in their 
Communion attire and were a real credit to themselves 
and their families. It was lovely that we could celebrate 
this special day with them in a very reverent and prayerful 
service. 
 
Please continue to keep the Year 3 children in your 
prayers as they will be making their First Holy Communion 
on Saturday 19th June. 

 

Pentecost 
Last weekend we celebrated the feast of Pentecost, fifty 
days after Easter, when the Holy Spirit came down on the 
Disciples. Feeling afraid and uncertain, the Disciples locked 
themselves away: Jesus had been their friend helping 
them and now He was no longer with them. Whilst 
praying, the Holy Spirit descended on the Disciples and 
they became Apostles. An Apostle is someone sent out to 
share the message of Jesus with everyone and that is what 
the Apostles did - they went out spreading the Good News 
to everyone. With the help of the Holy Spirit, we must 
now have the courage to share the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. We must stand up for what is right in our own 
community and in the global community 

 

 

Diary Dates 

JUNE 2021 
Tuesday 8th 2.00 pm – New Nursery Induction 
Meeting 
Wednesday 9th 9.00 am – Year 5 Mass (School) 
Thursday 10th 1.00 pm – Year 3 Confessions (in 
preparation for FHC) 
Friday 11th Feast of St Anthony of Padua (for 
13th – 6ZB own clothes) 
9.00am – New Nursery Induction Meeting 
Monday 14th 6.30 pm - Year 6 Confirmation at 
Holy Family Church 
Tuesday 15th 2.00 pm – New Reception 
Induction 
Wednesday 16th 2.00 pm – New Reception 
Induction 
Saturday 19th 9.15 am - Year 3 – First Holy 
Communion Mass (3TK) (3EH - Surname A-M) 
11.15 am - Year 3 – First Holy Communion Mass 
(3SH) (3EH - Surname N-Z) 
Sunday 20th Father’s Day 
Wednesday 23rd 9.00 am – Going Forth Mass – 
Year 3 
Tuesday 29th Feast of St Peter & Paul (3SH own 
clothes) 

JULY 2021 
Monday 5th  
9.30 am – Year 2 Sports Day 1.30 pm – Year 1 
Sports Day 
Tuesday 6th  
9.30 am – Year 3 Sports Day 1.30 pm – Year 4 
Sports Day 
Wednesday 7th 9.00 am – Year 4 Mass (School) 
9.30 am – Reception Sports Day 1.30 pm – Year 6 
Sports Day 
Thursday 8th 9.30 am – Nursery Sports Day 
Monday 12th 9.30 am – Year 5 Sports Day 
 
 
Tuesday 13th Leavers Production (TBC) 
Tuesday 20th 9.15 am – Outdoor Leavers Mass 
Wednesday 21st Toy Day Feast of St Augustine 
(for 28/8 – 2EL own clothes) Finish for Summer 
holidays 

 

Maternity Leave  
We wish Mrs McGrath all the best as she begins her maternity leave on Monday 21st June.  We wish her 
good luck during this time and all the best for the birth of her first child who is expected in July. We will keep 
you informed once the baby has been born. 
 

 



 

 

 

Reflection 

It is true that Love knows no such word as 
"impossible," for it deems "all things possible, all 

things allowed." -St. Therese of Lisieux 

 

Attendance 
Attendance at St Bernadette’s is regularly monitored 
and if it is noticed that your child’s attendance is 
declining you may receive a letter to inform you of this.  
I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents 
that it is the legal responsibility of the parent to ensure 
that their child regularly attends school and we would 
aim for attendance to be above 97%.  Lots of quality 
learning has been missed due to the current pandemic 
and it is vital that children attend school.  Good 
attendance will mean that your child is able to achieve 
to the best of their ability and have real opportunities 
in future education and the world of work.  Absence 
disrupts the education of individual children and the 
whole class not to mention the adverse effect it can 
have on children’s social skills.  If you feel that your 
child has ongoing or unresolved medical issues you are 
advised to speak to your doctor urgently and to inform 
school.  If there are other difficulties affecting your 
child’s attendance, which you may need support with, 
we may be able to help and offer an Early Help 
Assessment.  If you wish to discuss your child’s 
attendance please contact Mrs Shalvey, the parent 
support and attendance officer, who will be able to 
offer guidance and explore ways we can support you 
and your family. 
 

FSM Vouchers 
The latest round of Free School Meals vouchers 
have now been issued.  Please ensure you 
check you emails (and junk folders) carefully to 
ensure you have received them. There is a short 
time period in which to use these vouchers 
before they expire.  The expiry date for these 
vouchers is 20th June 2021 - Please ensure you 
use them before then. 
 

Values and Virtues 
Well done to the following pupils who have 
shown that they have demonstrated the values 
and virtues of Compassionate and Loving during 
the half term: 

Nursery 

Conan 

RND RSD RPF 

Edith Maiya Jake 

1EG 1OB 1SM 

Harley Freddie  Isla 

2SF 2RW 2EL 

Eleanor Arianna Scarlett-Louise 

3TK 3EH 3JR/LC 

Cara Grace Ava-Louise 

4AM 4CB 4CM 

Harrison Mason Tyrese 

5EB 5LC 5KH 

Hermela Ayona Ebony 

6AMJ 6KL 6ZB 

Kyle  Amanda Maxwell 

 
The values and virtues that we are focusing on 
next half term are: 

Faith-filled and Hopeful. 
 

Faith-filled: We are faith-filled when we are 

living life as God inspires us to live it, putting 
the Gospel into action through our deeds. Faith 
gives us belief and trust in God and in other 
people. We have to build on it every day 
through prayer, being part of a faith community 
and living out the gospel values. Faith gives us 
hope.  
 

Hopeful: We are hopeful when we are 

optimistic about the future, we trust ourselves 
and others, and we don’t give up. Our faith 
teaches us that God is hope – that Christ walks 
before us and gives us the courage to follow. 
Hope makes us unafraid to step into the 
unknown and face challenges. Hope can 
deepen or restore our faith. 
 

Health and Well-Being 
The Waiting Room is a website which lists Health and 
Well-being services for residents of Birmingham and 
Solihull.  There are numerous useful links to a variety of 
services for adults and young children which range 
from Housing support, Mental health support, disability 
support to leisure activities.  For further information 
and sign-posting please visit: 
https://the-waitingroom.org/ 
 

Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check 

The children in Year 4 will take part in a multiplication 
tables check during June.  The purpose of the check is 
to determine whether pupils can fluently recall their 
times tables up to 12, which is essential for future 
success in mathematics. The check will take place on-
screen and pupils will be given 6 seconds in which to 
recall facts.  

 

https://the-waitingroom.org/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 
Well done to the following children for having 

the best attendance in their key stage this 

week.  FS/KS1 2RW 

KS2 3TK 

 

Induction Meetings  

There will be induction meetings for parents of children due to 

start St Bernadette’s Nursery and Reception Classes in September 

2021 at the following times. 
 

 Tuesday 8th June at 2.00 pm – New Nursery Induction 

Meeting  

 Friday 11th June at 9.00am – New Nursery Induction Meeting 

 Tuesday 15th June at 2.00 pm – New Reception Induction  

 Wednesday 16th June at 2.00 pm – New Reception Induction 
 

You will have received a letter detailing which meeting you should 

attend.  These meetings will be held in accordance with current 

COVID-19 regulations, so parents will be socially distanced and will 

be required to were a face covering. 

 

St Peter’s Catholic 

Secondary School 

(Solihull) Induction Day 
 

St Peter’s Catholic Secondary 
School (Solihull) is holding its 

induction day, for current Year 
6 pupils due to start there in 

September 2021, on Thursday 
1st and Friday 2nd July. Pupils 
due to attend St Peter’s should 
have received a letter detailing 

the requirements for these 
induction days. 

 

Year 3 First Holy Communion 

First Holy Communion for Year 3 pupils will take place at 
Holy Family Church on Saturday 19th June at: 
 
9.15am – class 3TK and children in 3EH surnames A-M 
11.15am – class 3SH and children in 3EH surnames N-Z 
 

For the First Holy Communion Masses, due to COVID 

restrictions, each family will be allocated a pew for a 

maximum of 6 family members (not including the 

communicant). Unfortunately, if your numbers exceed 

this, the remaining family members will not be able to 

attend and will have to watch the service online via the 

live stream provided from the church. 

 
The Year 3 children will also celebrate their first Mass 

together after their communion at a ‘Going Forth’ Mass 

in school on Wednesday 23rd June.  The children will be 

required to attend school in their Communion attire and 

a professional photographer has been booked to take 

photographs of the children after Mass.  The children 

should also bring a bag of party clothes to change into 

and a plate of party food to celebrate this special 

occasion.   Unfortunately, due to current restrictions, 

parents will be unable to attend this Mass. 

 

St Bernadette’s Past Pupils 
Did you attend St Bernadette's Catholic 

Primary School? If so, we would appreciate 
hearing from any of our past pupils. We 

believe that Primary School is the 
foundation for future success and we would 
love to celebrate these successes. If you, or 

somebody you know, would be willing to 
share what you are doing as a career 

currently, we would love to celebrate your 
successes by publicising it in our newsletter 
and in the school reception area. This will 
allow our current pupils to see that hard 
work and resilience does lead to future 

success and in turn raise their aspirations for 
later life.  Please could you spare a few 

moments to complete the online 

questionnaire which can be found at: 
https://forms.gle/16dH82DSNHtBaErV6  

 

 

Uniform Reminder 
Children can now wear their summer uniform 

(polo shirt, shorts or summer dress).  All 
children should be wearing sensible shoes and 
should not be wearing boots or trainers.  The 
wearing of nail varnish is also not permitted.  

Thank you for your support with this. 

 

https://forms.gle/16dH82DSNHtBaErV6


 

Friends 4 Families 
Birmingham Educational Psychology Service is offering all families 
in Birmingham access to the Friends ‘Start Building Resilience’ 
package at no cost to families or the school. This resource 
enables parents to help equip their children with strategies that 
will either prevent or address early signs of anxiety or low mood. 
This package includes:  
• Access to a 2-hour video aimed at equipping adults and 
teenagers with resilience building skills (this can be watched in 
small sections)  
• Access to an e-book per relevant age group. 
 

To access this package, families just need to email 
Friends4Families@birmingham.gov.uk with their child’s name, 
age and school. In response, they will receive a standard email 
containing an access code to the relevant age appropriate e-book 
and instructions of how to log onto the website. 
 

Communication 

From time to time we will send 
communication to parents via text 
message, email or the school 
newsletter.  Please take time to read 
this communication through carefully 
and action anything contained within 
it.   There have been incidents where 
parents have contacted the office asking 
about information that has clearly been 
communicated and therefore increasing 
workload for staff who are already very 
busy. There have also been incidents 
where parents have missed deadlines 
for things and as a result their child 
misses out.  Please ensure you read all 
communication carefully. 

 

COVID-19 Update 
We ask all parents to continue to wear masks and support us with the staggered start and finish times which 
alongside many of our measures, will continue to stay in place to protect all associated with St Bernadette’s. Many 
thanks for your co-operation in continuing to support our approaches and keeping everyone safe. 

Reminder: If anyone in your household is displaying symptoms of Covid-19 (persistent cough, high temperature, loss 
of taste or smell), please ensure that you all isolate and book them in for a PCR test. The household will need to 
continue to isolate until you receive a negative result or for a period of 10 days from a positive test result. Lateral 
flow tests should not be used if your child is displaying symptoms. Please also ensure that you inform us of any 
symptoms that your child or your family has, and then inform us of any test results as soon as possible so that we 
can act accordingly and in a timely manner to protect our school community. 

How have lockdown rules changed in England from 17 May? 

Meeting up 

• People can meet in groups of up to 30 outdoors 

• Six people or two households can meet indoors, with overnight stays allowed 

• Up to 30 people can attend weddings, receptions and other life events 

• Number of people who can attend a funeral no longer capped, but determined by the size of venue 

• Up to 30 allowed to attend a support group or parent-and-child group (not counting under-fives) 

• Care home residents allowed up to five named visitors, and more freedom for visits out of the home Social 

distancing with close family and friends will be a matter of personal judgement. But people are asked to remain 

cautious around close contact, like hugging. Social distancing will remain in place in social care, medical, retail, 

hospitality and business settings. People will still need to wear face coverings on transport and in shops, unless they 

are exempt. 

Leisure and entertainment 

• Pubs, bars, cafes and restaurants will be allowed to serve customers indoors 

• Indoor entertainment such as museums, cinemas and children's play areas can open 

• Theatres, concert halls, conference centres and sports stadiums can all reopen 

• Organised adult sports and exercise classes can restart indoors 

• Steam rooms and saunas may reopen 

• Hotels, hostels and B&Bs can reopen 

 

mailto:Friends4Families@birmingham.gov.uk


 
 

 

June – The Month Dedicated to the Sacred 

Heart  
Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus began during the 12th century. It 
wasn’t until 1673, when Sister Margaret Mary Alacoque (canonized in 1920) 
began to receive visions of Jesus’ Sacred Heart. These visions would occur to 
St. Margaret periodically over the course of two years. During the visions, St. 
Margaret spoke with Jesus. Of the many things he told her, Jesus said he 
wanted the image of his heart to be made known so that people were 
reminded of his love and mercy. 
 

In another vision, Jesus asked St. Margaret to encourage people to receive 
Communion frequently, and especially on the first Friday of every month. 
Further, Jesus wanted a Holy Hour established in hope that more people 
would develop a stronger devotion to him. 
 

The final vision took place in 1675. Jesus had grown sad that many people 
did not appreciate his infinite love and mercy. Jesus wanted a special day to 
be established as a reparation for all of those who have been ungrateful of 
his love and mercy. And so, Jesus asked St. Margaret to work on establishing 
the feast of the Sacred Heart. The feast day was formally established in 
1765. This year the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is on Friday 11th June. 

 

Reading 
Reading allows us to be transported 
from our own world to another. 
Between the pages of a book, we can 
become immersed in the lives of 
fictional characters and learn about a 
culture entirely different from our 
own. We can also learn new words 
and phrases, experience a range of 
emotions, and acquire skills and 
knowledge. Because of the learning 
potential, the effects of reading on 
child development are vast and 
multiple studies have highlighted its 
benefits. As such, teachers and 
parents are in a great position to 
ensure reading is a key part of 
children’s daily routine. With this in 
mind, it is our expectation that 
children engage in reading each 
evening, at home, and that their 
homework diaries are signed to show 
what they have read. Please ensure 
that you are encouraging your child 
to read each day and signing the 
record within their homework diary. 
Thank you. 

 

 

 
 

Coins earned last 14 days  
Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 OVERALL 

Joshua 
40,862 

Leon 
66,080 

Alvin 
108,018 

Beatrice 
11,719 

Alvin 
108,018 

Kaashif 
16,833 

Kye 
60,608 

Logan 
31,960 

Scarlett 
10,574 

Leon 
66,080 

Cohen 
16,802 

Reign 
44,232 

Kimii-Li 
5,410 

Jordy 
10,440 

Kye 
60,608 

  
Most improved speed score 

Y3  Y4  Y5  Y6  OVERALL  
Matt 
-5.54 

Essie-Mae 
-7.56 

Megan 
-0.17 

Mattia  
-0.55 

Essie-Mae 
-7.56 

Kayden 
-1.66 

Anniyah 
-3.5 

Evie 
-0.01 

Kyle 
-0.27 

Matt  
-5.54 

Kai 
-1.14 

Zunairah 
-2.5 

 
Elisia 
-0.19 

Anniyah 
-3.5 

 
 

Prayer to the 

Sacred Heart 

O most holy Heart of 
Jesus, fountain of every 

blessing. 

I love you with this poor 
heart of mine. 

Make me humble, 
patient, pure and wholly 

obedient to your will. 

Grant, Good Jesus that I 
may live in you and for 

you. 

Amen 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery 
(Blue) 

Thomas 
For being knowledgeable 
about dinosaurs and sharing 
those facts with your friends!  

Nursery 
(Red) 

Bilal 
For excellent discussion about 
different fruits 

Nursery 
(Green) 

Orla 
For wonderful imaginative 
play.  

Nursery 
(Yellow) 

Haadi 
For excellent counting. You’re 
doing so well!  
 

RND 
 Brianna 

For her lovely singing when 
practicing for our Reception 
Mass. 

3TK 
 Rebekah 

For always taking an active part in 
class discussions in Religion 
lessons.  

A'Miyah 
For her super pieces of 
independent writing. 

Sean 
For demonstrating 
beautiful behaviour at all times.  

RPF 
 Hadi 

For excellent counting. You’re 
doing so well! 

4AMD 
Anniyah 

For sharing great ideas and 
producing great work in RE  

Paisley For excellent counting back Somaya 
For sharing great ideas and 
producing great work in RE  

RSD 
 

Ruhann 
For joining in with our 
class discussions. 

4CB 
 

Leon For super effort in class lessons  

Ayah 
For super counting in Maths! 
Well done. 

Olivia 
For reverent behaviour during RE 
and Mass.  

1EG 
 

Leia 
For always being sensible 
and reverent in RE lessons. 

4CM 
 

Lillian For a great effort in RE.  

Charlotte 
For a great effort in all her 
class work! Keep it up! 

Montini 
For being a fantastic role model 
to his peers.  

1OB 
 

Freddie 
For his beautiful reading every 
morning! 

5EB 
 

Joshua 
For high levels of care when 
making a mod-roc mask.  

Inayah 
For always producing lovely 
work and trying hard in 
lessons. 

Amelia 
For great punctuality and efforts 
in morning Maths lessons.  

1SMCG 
 

Jawad 
For always working hard in 
lessons. 

5KH 
 

Layla 
For being so caring and loving 
towards her friends.  

Sam For fantastic RSE work. Finlee 
For making such an amazing mod-
roc mask and for helping to 
support others to do the same.   

2EL 
 

Hollie 
For her steely determination 
in Maths. 

5LC 
 

Teagan 
For helping others and making us 
all laugh.  

Bimsath 
For being such an awesome 
student – we are going to miss 
you! 

Arham 
For working hard on his Egyptian 
mask.   

2RW 
 

Aliza For her beautiful handwriting. 
6AMJ 
 

Alexander 
For his excellent effort 
and perseverance in PE.  

Teddy For his improved behaviour. Maira 
For trying her best 
in maths lessons.  

2SF 
 

Tafari 
For his wonderful speech in 
English. 

6KL 
 

Benhur 
For being very brave and standing 
up to audition for our play.  

Damian 
For his wonderful speech in 
English. 

Eshan 
For sharing delicious food with us 
for Eid.  

3EH 
 

Lacey 
For a brilliant effort in her RE 
work 

6ZB 
 

Joshua 
For being a fantastic role model 
to his peers.  

Ruby 
For working 
so conscientiously ion Maths. 

Jacob For always being so helpful.  

3SH 

Aayan 
For listening in maths and 
trying his hardest to finish all 
tasks 

 
  

Romayah 
For always working beautifully 
and sensibly during lessons. 

  

Special Certificates 
Each week a child from each class is nominated to receive a special certificate through the post.  The pupils who are 

awarded these certificates have shown that they really understand what it means to live as Jesus taught us, perhaps 

by being particularly kind or helpful.  Well done to the following children: 

 

 



 

EU SETTLEMENT SCHEME 

 

 


