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Please make sure you are 
wearing a face mask when 
dropping off and collecting  

your child/ren.   

Thank you 

 

Diary Dates 

Monday 7th December  
Christmas Dinner – Nursery & Reception  
Tuesday 8th December  
Christmas Dinner – Year 1 & Year 2 
Year 4 First Confessions – 4CB at 4pm 
Wednesday 9th December  
Christmas Dinner – Year 3 & 4 
Year 4 First Confessions – 4CM at 4pm 
Thursday 10th December  
Christmas Dinner – Year 5 & 6 
Year 4 First Confessions – 4AM at 4pm 
Monday 21st December  
Children’s Christmas Party Afternoon 
Tuesday 22nd December 
Finish for Christmas  
100% attenders own clothes                               
Feast of St. John the Beloved (for 27th 4AM own 

clothes)  
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St Bernadette’s Catholic  

Primary School 
Hobmoor Road, Yardley, Birmingham, B25 8QL 

Telephone: 0121-783-7232 

Website  www.stberns.co.uk 

Twitter: @StBernsPrimary 

e-mail: enquiry@stberns.bham.sch.uk 

 
At St Bernadette’s we are fully committed to safeguarding our children.  We expect all staff, parents and visitors to share this commitment. 

Welcome Back 
We were delighted to welcome back our Year 3 and 4 
pupils to school on Thursday - we have really missed you 
all and the staff of course too! School is not school 
without each and every one of you here. Thank you to 
pupils AND parents for their engagement with home 
learning - you have all been brilliant! 
 

Maternity Leave 
Ms Finnegan will commence her maternity leave on 
14th December.  We wish her good luck during this time 
and all the best for the birth of her first child.  We will 
keep you informed once the baby has been born. 
 

Flu Vaccination 
The children will have the opportunity to receive the flu 
vaccination in school on Monday 14th December. The 
flu vaccine will help to protect children against flu and 
serious complications such as bronchitis and pneumonia 
and does not involve an injection but is a nasal spray 
which is painless. A consent form has been sent out to 
all parents. If you have not completed this and returned 
it to school, please do so. This needs to be returned 
whether you consent or not to your child receiving the 
vaccine.  Please see the attached information for more 
details 
 

Odd Socks Day 
The ‘Odd Socks Day’ on 20th November helped to raise 
£176 for the charity Kidscape.  Thank you to all that took 
part in their day. 

 

 

Christmas Holidays 

Please remember that the Autumn term 
does not finish until Tuesday 22nd 
December, with the children not 

returning to school until Wednesday 6th 
January.  These dates may be different 

from other Birmingham Schools. 
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Toy Day 
It has been tradition at St Bernadette’s to 
have a toy day on the last day of the Autumn 
term.  Unfortunately, this will not be going 
ahead this year due to COVID restrictions as 
the children are not permitted to bring in 
and share items from home. 
 

 

School Uniform 
We understand that some families are 
struggling at this difficult time and therefore 
ask that if you have any school uniform that 
your child has outgrown, which is in good 
condition, please could you consider 
donating it to school so that it can be 
distributed accordingly.  Thank you. 
 

Reporting Absence 
The telephone lines at school can often be 
very busy and it can sometimes take some 
time to report your child’s absence. In order 
to save you time, there is now the facility to 
do this online by completing a simple form 
which can be accessed on the school 
website: https://www.stberns.co.uk/pupil-
absence 
 
 

Ten:Ten Parent Newsletter 
The monthly Ten:Ten parent Newsletter 
which used to be attached to the school 
newsletter has now gone digital! 
December’s Newsletter can now be found 
on the school website using the following 
link: https://www.stberns.co.uk/ten-ten-
parent-newsletter 
 
 

Year 2 Phonics Screening 
During the week commencing 7th December all 
pupils in Year 2 will undertake the national 
phonics screening test that would usually have 
been administered towards the end of Year 1; 
this did not take place this year due to COVID-19.  
Please ensure that you are helping your child 
revise their phonics and ensure that they attend 
school during this important week. 

 At St Bernadette’s Catholic School, you will find us caring, hardworking and co-operative.  We follow the ways of 

Jesus using our talents and gifts to make our school special.  We show respect to all and welcome you. 

Thought for the Day 
The most beautiful things in life are not things.  They are people, places, memories and pictures.  They are feelings, 

moments, smiles and laughter. 
 

Attendance  
Well done to the following classes who have had the best 
attendance in their key stage.  FS/KS1 = 1OB  KS2 = 6KL 

 

 
Inclement Weather 
If there is bad weather, and in the unlikely event that school 
needs to close, please listen to the local radio stations.  The 
school texting service, school website and the school Twitter 
feed will also be used to inform parents.  If you do not 
receive a text by 8am, then you can assume that school will 
be open as normal.  If a blanket closure is announced by 
Birmingham City Council, then we will close.  Please note: 
School will complete a risk assessment of the site while 
making this decision, it is up to you as parents to risk assess 
your journey to school to ensure the children arrive safely. 
 

Coats 
Please can you ensure that you have taught your child how 
to fasten up their coat, particularly the children in 
Reception.  As we approach the winter months and the cold 
weather, a number of children are going out onto the 
playground with their coats open.  Please ensure that they 
are shown how to fasten their coat to keep them warm. 

 

 
Road Safety 
Please remind your children to be alert and aware of traffic 
when crossing roads.  Children on scooters and bikes should 
dismount and walk across the road following the ‘green 
cross code’.  Please ensure that you have spoken to your 
child about the importance of waiting for traffic to stop 
before crossing the road.  We had a report of a child 
running into the road last week which could have resulted 
in serious injures had it not been for a driver’s quick 
reaction. 

 

Space Project 
I would like to give a special mention to Charlie in Year 2 for his fantastic space project that he created at home with the 
help of his parents.  Clearly a lot of time and effort was spent in creating the wonderful 3D project. 
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Every fortnight, the top 3 children from years 3 to 6 will be celebrated on the newsletter. This may be based 
upon the amount of coins they have earned, their speed score, the average daily minutes they have played or 
the most improved speed score. This will be changed regularly to ensure that all children are given a fair 

chance.  
Coins earned last 14 days 

Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 OVERALL 

Jones Jose 5,728 Somaya 4,263 Raihan 22,935 Josh 20,000 Raihan 22,935 

Jeremiel 5,369 Gerline 2,686 Solianna 16,712 Jordy 15,884 Josh 20,000 

Rayn 5,383 Greta 2,572 Romeo 13,338 Darnel 13,370 Solianna 16,712 

  
Most improved speed per question 

Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 OVERALL 

Jeremiel M -0.91 Sophia Y -9.35 Ebony W -1.95 Kalese -4.66 Sophia Y -9.35 

Heran D -0.45 William W -8.16 Aara F -1.62 Beau B -1.35 William W -8.16 

Jones J -0.19 Daisy T-5.44 Arham R -1.21 Pareshay R -0.76 Daisy T-5.44 

 

 

 
 

Reflection 

During Advent we light candles on our wreath to remind us that Jesus is the light of the world.  
The smoke that goes up from the flame represents our prayers going up to heaven.  Even the 
heat that comes from the candle reminds us of the warmth that we feel when we know the 
love of God and the love of family and friends. 
 

Jesus, your love is an all-encompassing flame. 
May we be born with that same love so that others 

Will feel the warmth of your presence. 
Amen 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Carols 
As you are aware, a number of Christmas activities have had to 
be cancelled this year due to COVID restrictions.  However, we 
are hoping to video the children singing some Christmas songs 
and carols and upload these to the website in time for 
Christmas.  We hope that the children’s singing will bring a 
little festive cheer at this difficult time.  Once the video has 
been uploaded to the website we will let you know. 
 

 
Christmas Parties 
Christmas parties will take place on Monday 21st December.  
Your child should bring their own plate of party food (clearly 
labelled with their name).  Due to a number of children having 
life threatening allergies, please ensure any food sent in to 
school does not contain nuts.  Please note that your child will 
have their lunch as normal on this day so do not require vast 
amounts of food.  Also, the children may wear their own party 
clothes to school on this date. 

 
 

‘Save the Children’ Christmas 
Jumper Day 
Friday 11th December is Save the 
Children’s annual Christmas Jumper 
day.  In order to raise money for this 
charity we are asking for a £1 
contribution to allow your child to 
wear their Christmas Jumper to 
school on this day. 
 

 
 

Christmas Cards 
Due to the current pandemic, we ask 
that this year children send one card 
to the class, rather than individual 
cards to everyone. Please do not send 
your child into school with a card for 
every child in the class. Children can 
write one card for the whole class.  
Please insure your child does not lick 
the envelope and tucks the flap in 
instead. These will be left for 48 
hours before opening and then will 
be displayed in the classroom for all 
the children to enjoy. Thank you for 
your co-operation in this matter. 
 

Person of the Week 

The person of the week which the children have 
been learning about is Billie Jean King.  On and 
off the tennis court, she strived for equality, 
blazing a trail for women in sport and showing 
the world that women’s tennis deserved to be 
taken seriously.  Please ask your children what 
they have learnt about the person of the week. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

CLASS NAME REASON  CLASS NAME REASON  

Nursery 

(Blue) 
Benny For trying his best in Nursery.  

Nursery 

(Red) 
Freyja 

For knowing the Owl Babies story 
so well!   

Nursery 

(Green) 
Uche For using his lovely manners!  

Nursery 

(Yellow) 
Keavy 

For coming into Nursery brave, 
without crying. Well done Keavy!  

RND 

 

Edith 
For gaining confidence and sharing 
her ideas.   3TK 

 

James 
For an outstanding effort with his 
home learning.  

Addleigh-
Aaron 

For always trying to make the right 
choice.   

Yusha 
For an outstanding effort with his 
home learning.  

RPF 

 

Jaspreet 
For beautiful writing in 
literacy. Well done!  

4AMD 

Kaiden 

For an impressive effort at home 
learning and completion of all 
tasks.  

Muhammad For being a kind friend. Well done!   Jersey 

For an impressive effort at home 
learning and completion of all 
tasks.   

RSD 

 

Declan For wonderful Maths work!   
4CB 

 

Greta 
For super effort with her home 
learning during isolation.  

Millie For being helpful at tidy up time.  Tilly-Bleu 
For super effort with her home 
learning during isolation.  

1EG 

 

Jai 
For always been enthusiastic with 
his reading. 4CM 

 

Ava 

For making her teachers smile with 
her fantastic home learning during 
isolation.  

Danielle For working well with her reading.   Alexa 
For a fantastic effort with her 
home learning during isolation.  

1OB 

 

Mollie 
 

For always coming to school with a 
smile on her face and being 
positive!  

5EB 

 

Kyron 
Being really positive and ready 
for all activities. 

Freddie 
For trying hard in English and 
being so polite!  

Mason R 
Showing good knowledge in 
science lessons. 

1SMCG 

 

Lilac For working so hard in Maths.  
5KH 

 

Aara For persevering in gymnastics. 

Ezra 
For always smiling and having such 
a positive attitude to school.  

Krisha 
For having such a kind and helpful 
nature.  

2EL 

 

Maria-Eleni 
For her 
amazing perseverance in Maths.  5LC 

 

Alfie 
For dedicating so much time to his 
writing.  

Sienna 
For her super speedy digit card 
work in Maths.  

Jack P 
For trying really hard with his 
formal letter in English.   

2RW 

 

Jasir For his amazing space project. 6AMJ 
 

Aprylle 
For trying her best in 
every Maths lesson.  

Ryan For his creative space project. Elisha For always being so helpful.  

2SF 

 

Avram For working hard in English. 
6KL 

 

Bailey 
For being so helpful to the office 
staff.  

Kayne For working hard in Maths  Ann 
For giving her best in all that is 
asked of her.  

3EH 

 

Myla-Mae 
For her brilliant effort with 
completing her online learning.  6ZB 

 

Hashim 
For creating a fantastic Mayan 
temple for the Y6 arts exhibition!  

Amiah 
For her brilliant effort with 
completing her online learning.  

Sara For excellent work in DT!  

3JR LC 

 

Alysia 
For her conscientious effort with 
her home learning.  

 

   

Jeremiel 
For his conscientious effort with his 
home learning.  

   

 

 

Special Certificates 
Each week a child from each class is nominated to receive a special certificate through the post.  The 

pupils who are awarded these certificates have shown that they really understand what it means to live 

as Jesus taught us, perhaps by being particularly kind or helpful.  Well done to the following children: 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Reader of the Month: January 
Surina Phull - 319,234 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ready Reader: 
Alysia 
Alfie 

 

Connor 
Eren 

 

Lexie 
Bradley 

 

Mason 
 

Chanali 
 

Finlee 
 

Vincent 
 

Khloie-Emily 
 

 

Independent Reader: 
Krizo 

Octavia 
Cheldane 

Harry 
Joseph 
Alaarna 

Bradley 
Sienna 

Layla 
Ali 

 

Amy 
Filip 

Azaan 
Thea 

Robert 
Kimii-Li 

 

Rising Reader: 
Beatrice 

Grace 
Grace 

 
Vir 

 
Jor'El 

 
Amelia 

 
Alfie 

 

 

Super Reader: 
Jayden 
Kesiya 

 

Azaan 
Ann 

 

James 
Evie 

 

Shay-David 
Spencer 

 

Vir 
 

Caoimhe 
 

Nidhaan 
 

 

Advanced Reader: 
Isabelle 

Alexander 
 

Danielle 
 

Daniel 
 

Ava-Grace 
 

Vince 
 

Jeremiel 
 

Jerin 
 

 

Star Reader: 
Charlie 
Elisha 

Katees 
Riya 

Alexander 
Noel 

Logan 
Hanna 

Elisia 
Tilly-Bleu 

Miley 
Benhur 

Emmanuel 
Joshua 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Covid-19  

The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are:  
a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 
need to measure your temperature)  

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or 
more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than 
usual)  

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal  

 To protect others, do not go to places like a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital if you 
have any of these symptoms. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus and stay at 
home until you get your result.  

 If anyone in your household has symptoms, do not send your child into school whilst 
awaiting the test result. Please contact to school to advise. 

 

Tiers  
As you are aware Birmingham has been placed in Tier 3. This means the following apply for 
us:  

 you must not meet socially indoors or in most outdoor places with anybody you do not 
live with, or who is not in your support bubble, this includes in any private garden or at 
most outdoor venues.  

 you must not socialise in a group of more than 6 in some other outdoor public spaces, 
including parks, beaches, countryside accessible to the public, a public garden, grounds 
of a heritage site or castle, or a sports facility – this is called the ‘rule of 6.’  

 hospitality settings, such as bars (including shisha venues), pubs, cafes and restaurants 
are closed – they are permitted to continue sales by takeaway, click-and-collect, drive-
through or delivery services.  

 accommodation such as hotels, B&Bs, campsites, and guest houses must close. There 
are several exemptions, such as for those who use these venues as their main 
residence, and those requiring the venues where it is reasonably necessary for work or 
education and training  

 indoor entertainment and tourist venues must close. This includes:  
- indoor play centres and areas, including trampoline parks and soft play  
- casinos  
- bingo halls  
- bowling alleys 
- skating rinks 
- amusement arcades and adult gaming centres  
- laser quests and escape rooms  
- cinemas, theatres and concert halls  
- snooker halls.  

 leisure and sports facilities may continue to stay open, but group exercise classes 
(including fitness and dance) should not go ahead. Saunas and steam rooms should 
close  



 there should be no public attendance at spectator sport or indoor performances and 
large business events should not be taking place. Elite sport events may continue to 
take place without spectators  

 large outdoor events (performances and shows) should not take place, with the 
exception of drive-in events  

 places of worship remain open, but you must not attend with or socialise with anyone 
outside of your household or support bubble while you are there, unless a legal 
exemption applies  

 weddings and funerals can go ahead with restrictions on the number of attendees – 15 
people can attend wedding ceremonies; wedding receptions are not allowed, 30 
people can attend funeral ceremonies, 15 people can attend linked commemorative 
events  

 organised outdoor sport, and physical activity and exercise classes can continue, 
however higher-risk contact activity should not take place  

 organised indoor sport, physical activity and exercise classes cannot take place 
indoors. There are exceptions for indoor disability sport, sport for educational 
purposes and supervised sport and physical activity for under-18s  

 you can continue to travel to venues or amenities which are open, but should aim to 
reduce the number of journeys you make where possible  

 avoid travelling to other parts of the UK, including for overnight stays other than 
where necessary, such as for work, education, youth services, to receive medical 
treatment, or because of caring responsibilities. You can travel through other areas as 
part of a longer journey  

 for international travel see the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office travel 
advice for your destination and the travel corridors list 

 

Remember – ‘HANDS, FACE, SPACE.’  

 hands – wash your hands regularly and for 20 seconds  

 face – wear a face covering in indoor settings where social distancing may be difficult, 
and where you will come into contact with people you do not normally meet  

 space – stay 2 metres apart from people you do not live with where possible, or 1 
metre with extra precautions in place (such as wearing face coverings or increasing 
ventilation indoors) 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-travel-corridors


 



 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 


