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Early Reading
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At St. Bernadette’s:

a We use a programme called Read,
VA \Write Inc. It teaches the children
B the sounds that letters make —
paw not the letter names.
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71\ Speed Sounds:

E The Speed Sounds have been divided
Into groups.

Once your child has learnt all of the
sounds in a group they can progress
to sound blending that group of
Speed Sounds into words.

Then your child will learn the next
group of Speed Sounds until they are
confident with them all.
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ﬁ The order of the sounds:

ﬁ Set 1 Speed sounds are taught in this
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a When teaching children the speed  If"
- sounds its very important we don’t ﬁ

add ‘uh’ to the end of them.
7 -

B We pronounce them as pure -
W7 sounds — Loy
i@ m not muh, f not fuh | not luh. ﬁﬁ
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Learning to read:

Before your child can start to read they need
to be able to say the sound that is
represented by each letter or group of
letters.

Once children know their sounds, they are
then taught to sound out the letters in a
word and blend them together to read it.
This is called sound blending — Fred Talk.

Sound out the word e.g. c-a-t, sh-o-p
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Set 2 Speed Sounds ﬁﬁ
Ly

The set 2 speed sounds follow Set 1 i
and include the following sounds: &

ay, ee, igh, ow, 00, (as in moon, ﬁ
spoon) oo (as in look, book ﬁ

cook) ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy

Eg: p-l-ay, n-igh-t, b-l-ow, s-t- ﬁﬁ
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ﬁ Set 3 Speed Sounds

ﬁ The set 3 speed sounds are the
a final sounds to be taught and
mP® include the following:

ea, ol, a-e, I-e, 0-e, u-e, aw, are,
ur, er, ow, al, oa, ew, ire, ear, ure
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Complex Speed Sound

CI/ Complex Speed Sounds chart

Cansanants: stretciy
f | m i ro| s W z sh th fig
ff o jmm| an | | 55 | ve | 22 ti rik
ph | ke [ mb | kn | wr : 5e 5 i
| ¢
[ e
Eamranants’ baunidy
b C d g | h | ] polgu|t [w | x y | ch
bb | k | dd | gg q [pp tt [wh tch
ck g
ch
- %
o e i o i ay Ll i ow A
‘B da - q ﬁ =R
a LR e L
i J
F-:a-::- oG ar or i air : ir o CHy ire B 'IiIﬂ"
= e oor ' are | @r | ow | ol
] e are | . ‘ Er
— e aw
au |

gegadeat



|-

s s O
Assessment Of Sounds ﬁﬁ

Children are assessed each half term to see &
what progress they have made in terms of ﬁ
their sounds.

They complete a RWI phonic assessment. This ﬁ

allows staff to identify those children who ﬁ
need to revisit particular sounds.

In June 2020, the children in Year 1 will ﬁ
complete the National Phonics Test. Only

those children who have a secure knowledge -
of the set 3 sounds are likely to pass this test. ﬁﬁ
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E After Phonics Open Week children &
will take home their reading diaries, ﬁ

a ord walls and reading books
= SR Ay

/AW Please help your child to read the T

a words on their word walls by using ﬁ
the RWI strategies. Once they can ﬁ

read them at sight the word can be _ :
tirlad ﬁﬁ
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Picture books - Reasons they are important! By Lori Calabrese

7. The illustrations of a picture book help children understand what
they are reading and allow young readers to analyse the story. When
children are having difficulty, the illustrations can help them figure out
the meaning of what they are reading. The illustrations are also a
powerful way to help English learners comprehend the story.

6. Language: Picture books allow children to practice the sounds of
language and as adults it’s our responsibility to introduce new and
interesting words at every opportunity. The rhythm and rhyme in
many picture books make for great read-alouds and children learn
words more easily when they hear them spoken often.

5. Repetition: The repetition in many picture books allows a child to
participate in the story. Young readers get excited when they can
anticipate a forthcoming line and children learn skills like phonemic
awareness, phonics, comprehension and fluency.
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4. Picture books are multi-sensory, which aids a child’s growing
mind and stimulates their imagination. Not only do the children
hear the story, they see the illustrations.
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3. Picture books help develop story sense. Children learn the
beginning, middle and end of a story and can often relate to

the age-appropriate issues and conflicts presented in a picture
book.

2. Picture books allow an entirely different, more interactive
communication between parent and child. Picture books allow
parents to spend time talking with their children about the
story, pictures and words. This interaction builds reading
comprehension. Picture books allow you to talk about what you
see on each page, so be sure to talk about what happened in
the story, ask about the characters, how they are feeling, and
~remmte tbhas ==l 5lace.
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1. Picture books are fun and the key is to always
make the reading experience fun and a time to look
forward to.

Reading should never be perceived as a chore. If you
make reading a chore early on in a child’s
development, they might grow to resent reading.

By Lori Calabrese,
Lori Calabrese is an award-winning children’s author.
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ﬁ If you have any questions, feel
free to stay behind and ask me.
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