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St Bernadette’s Catholic  

Primary School 
Hobmoor Road, Yardley, Birmingham, B25 8QL 

Telephone: 0121-783-7232 

Website  stberns.co.uk 

Twitter: @StBernsPrimary 

e-mail: enquiry@stberns.bham.sch.uk 

 
At St Bernadette’s we are fully committed to safeguarding our children.  We expect all staff, parents and visitors to share this commitment. 

Nursery – September 2021 
Parents/Grandparents/Friends 
 

Do you know a child born between September 2017- 
August 2018. 
Do you/they know the closing date for applications for 
our nursery is Friday 12th February 2021. 
Please contact the school on 
admissions@stberns.bham.sch.uk or 0121 783 7232 if you 
have not yet applied for a place. 
We do not want your child to miss out on the chance of a 
place at our lovely nursery. 

 

Week 4 – Lockdown 
 

To the families of St Bernadette’s:  A message from Sr Maura 
The Covid pandemic has affected us all in one way or another. The first lockdown was a very long one, then 
before Christmas there was a month long lockdown. Here we are in lockdown number 3 and we don’t know 
for how much longer. Many of us feel that we have been in lockdown since March 2020. We heard this week 
that over 100,000 people have died of the virus. This is tragic and there are so many grieving families. People 
have lost jobs, many are isolating and so many are lonely as they miss their families. 
Throughout this time, St Bernadette’s School has remained a beacon, giving hope, support to us all. The 
teachers have continued their ministry of education to children at school or through online teaching. Even the 
heavy snow did not stop them! 
I want to thank the children for all the cards you have sent to Sr Maureen and myself over several months, to 
the Nursery and Year 2 for your lovely Christmas cards and to Year 5 who this week have sent us a very cheery 
letter. You have been a beacon of hope to us and to others to whom you have written. 
Places of Worship have remained open during this lockdown so I hope you have been able to log in to Holy 
Family, Corpus Christi, other churches, mosques or other places of worship to pray and find spiritual support. 
I find the Gospel Readings a great help each day. We have heard about the Call of the Disciples, a number of 
Healing miracles and this week that wonderful parable of The Sower.  The Gospel speaks to each one of us 
personally. We hear how much God loves us and He wants to help us in difficult times. Next week we celebrate 
the Feast of the Presentation of the Child Jesus, the Light of the World, in the Temple. Perhaps you might switch 
on a small light or light a candle and pray:  
 

Dear Jesus, help me to be a light to help someone who feels sad’. 
I know that in the past few months, staff and children at St Bernadette’s have experienced both joys and 
sorrows. I rejoice with those who are rejoicing, mourn with those of you who are grieving and pray with you 
for sick loved ones. I do this through my prayer each day. 
God bless you all. 
Sr Maura 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank all parents who are working so hard to help your children with their online learning. 
It is really appreciated by everyone here at school. We do understand the difficulties and frustrations this 
can bring but you are making a huge difference. Those children who are completing their maths and English 
each day means that they are not missing out on the vital teaching that will help them to make progress 
despite not being in school. We know this situation is not ideal and very difficult but please continue to 
encourage your children to continue to work hard at home even when they may be losing focus or may not 
want to. You are doing a great job. Thank you.  
 

If anyone in your household has symptoms you should all isolate for 10 days from the day after symptoms 
began or until a negative test result is received. 
If you are awaiting a test result, the household should be isolating until they receive a negative test 
result.  If the result is positive, the household should isolate for 10 days. It is vital we all follow these 
government guidelines to ensure we are doing everything we can to keep ourselves and others safe. 
 

Further information is available on the school website: 
https://www.stberns.co.uk/corona-virus-updates 

 
A message to the children 
We all hope you are well and keeping safe. 
Unfortunately, it may be another few weeks before 
we are all able to come back to school and all your 
teachers miss you terribly. The children in school 
are working hard and so are lots of you at home. 
We know it is not ideal to have to work from home 
on devices and we would much rather you were 
back in school but please, please keep going with 
it. There are so many of you working really hard 
which means you are doing your best and not 
missing out on really important work. We are really 
proud of you for doing so well. Your teachers have 
asked that you please make sure you watch or 
listen to the teaching that has been put onto your 
lessons before you attempt the tasks you are set. 
This will make sure you understand what you need 
to do and help you to complete the tasks correctly. 
There are still a small number of you that are not 
really doing enough online work. It is hard; it is 
hard for all of us but we need you to make every 
effort to keep up with the lessons. Your teachers 
will be delighted if you do and you will be able to 
come back to school having learnt lots of new 
things! 
 

We hope you are also getting time to do other 
things to keep your mind and body active. 
Remember that everyone at home is also really 
busy and working hard, so please make sure you 
help around the house and remember your 
manners. They are really important and show that 
you appreciate what others are doing for you. We 
will see you all very soon. In the meantime, keep 
following all the guidelines and please stay safe. 
 

From all your teachers. 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day  

27th January  
Wednesday 27th January 2021 was Holocaust 
Memorial Day, the date the Allied Forces liberated 
Auschwitz-Birkenau in 1945. It is a day when we 
remember the horrors of the Holocaust and we 
pray for the 6 million Jews that were persecuted 
and died throughout Europe during World War 2. It 
is also a day when we remember other genocides 
that followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and 
Darfur. During this day, we seek to learn the 
lessons of the past and recognise that 
discrimination, racism and hatred cannot be 
accepted or tolerated in our communities or 
around the world.  
“Hatred is a very evil thing. You have to try and get 
rid of it. I have no room for hatred in my heart.” 
Steven Frank – Holocaust survivor.  
To find out more about Steven Frank’s story and to 
learn more about the Holocaust, BBC Newsround 
have a special report called Finding My Family: 
Holocaust especially for children. See the link 
below. You can also visit the Holocaust Memorial 
Day website which is packed with activities and 
videos for children and adults to learn more about 
this tragic time in our history and to find out how 
we can make a difference today. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/46932823 
https://www.hmd.org.uk 
 

 

https://www.stberns.co.uk/corona-virus-updates
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/46932823
https://www.hmd.org.uk/


 

Free School Meals  

Parents/carers of children entitled to 
Free School Meals will have received 
their vouchers this week via an email 
from Edenred. Vouchers cover the 
period between 18th January to 12th 
February (4 weeks). If you experience 
problems redeeming your voucher, 
please email: 
freeschoolmealsparentscarers@edenr
ed.com  

 
Timestable Rock Stars – 

Battle of the Bands TTRS 

Battle of the Bands has started. Year 3 
- Year 6 have been going head-to-
head to find the ultimate TTRS Rock 
Hero. Play on any game type to count 
towards the competition, every 
correct answer = 1 point. ONE pupil 
from the whole competition will win 
the prize. Who will be crowned 
winner? Let the battle commence! – 
See the attached poster for more 
information. 
 

 

Change4Life 

Change4Life have created recipes and 
shopping lists for families which can 
be used to create different lunches for 
children.  Please click on the following 
link for more information. 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/reci
pes/lunch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-
ideas 

 
 

Congratulations Mr Wayne 
Mr Wayne has been recognised by the Chief Constable of West 
Midlands Police for his work using his experience of the knife 
attack against him in 2019 to help and educate children and 
young people on the effects of knife crime. He has been awarded 
a Chief Constable’s Community Service Award to acknowledge 
the positive impact Mr Wayne has had on reducing knife crime 
through education. It is a great honour to be awarded such an 
award and demonstrates a huge strength of character to be able 
to turn such a traumatic and harrowing event into the 
determination to try and make positive changes across 
Birmingham. We are all extremely proud of Mr Wayne and I am 
sure you will join us in congratulating him on his achievement. 

 

Fr Hudson’s Good Shepherd Appeal 
Each year, throughout Lent we raise money for the Good 
Shepherd appeal which helps the vulnerable in our 
society; people who are homeless, those who are 
refugees and asylum seekers, those who have complex 
needs and learning and/or physical disabilities, those who 
are very elderly, and children and young people through 
our fostering and family support in schools’ service. 
There will be a range of online resources available for 
children to access as well as the opportunity to attend the 
Good Shepherd mass online in June. 
Due to the current pandemic, we will not be able to 
distribute the good shepherd money boxes that the 
children usually take home and collect money in. Instead, 
there is the opportunity to donate on Parent Pay. We 
usually ask them to ‘raid’ the money jar at home and fill 
the boxes with coins. This may well be something you 
could still do as a family and then make that donation.  
Lent is an important time in the liturgical year and a time 
when we focus on helping those less fortunate than 
ourselves. If you would like to find out more about the Fr 
Hudson charity and those they support, please visit 
fatherhudsons.org.uk 
 

 
 

You can make your donations through parent pay. Thank 
you. 
 
 

mailto:freeschoolmealsparentscarers@edenred.com
mailto:freeschoolmealsparentscarers@edenred.com
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-ideas
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-ideas
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-ideas


Congratulations 
Some children across the school have been working really hard to complete the online work that has been 
set for them. The following children have impressed us this week: 
 

Nursery 
Nursery would like to congratulate Peniel as she has been consistently accessing all the activities online and 
Amelia as she is trying really hard with her phonics and letter writing. Also Lewis for his growing confidence 
in nursery and Nancy for trying really hard with her phonics work. 
 

Reception  
Mrs Dawood would like to say well done to Stanley as he's been taking part in lots of the activities this week 
and also uploaded a lovely review of 'What the Ladybird Heard'. Miss Deards is really impressed with Maiya 
and Louis RSD for uploading some fabulous story map innovations.  Miss Fullerton is really proud of Micah 
for trying his best to blend words. Keep up the hard work. 
 

Year 1  
Miss Gibbs has been so impressed with Leia for fantastic effort with her online learning in all her lessons and 
Chloe and Iga for their fantastic writing this week during their English lessons. Miss Bowden is delighted with 
Jaydan for his lovely English work and Nikita for her beautiful RE work. 
Mrs McGrath would like to say a big thank you to all the keyworker children who have been in school this 
week. Their behaviour has been amazing and they have all worked really hard. Well done. 
 

Year 2 
Miss Fiddler would like to say a huge well done to all her English set for the amazing stories they have all 
written. She has been so impressed with all the effort that they have put in and they should all be very proud 
of what they have written. Miss O’Toole has been really impressed with Nuala and Tilleah for their writing in 
English and Hijab for her excellent Maths work. Mrs Lennon would like to mention Rumaisa who is trying so 
hard with our new topic Multiplication and Division.  Mrs Lennon loves the pictures you have drawn to show 
equal groups - well done. Khalil, Mrs Lennon is so impressed with all the efforts you are putting in with each 
subject. Your thoughtful appraisal of art work in RE was particularly impressive as was your description of 
how materials are treated for use in Science. Mrs Gray wants to say well done to Sonny in 2EL who is doing 
really well with his online learning and being so polite. 
 

Year 3 
Miss Ryan would like to say well done to Ava who has shown great confidence and resilience in navigating 
new systems and using the internet to conduct research for her English writing. Mrs Hill would like to say 
well done to Kane, Reo and Junior for their efforts with their English work and to say thank you to AJ, Nathan 
and Alysia for their continued hard work in maths.  She is super proud of all of the children in her classes 
who are making efforts to stick to a routine and complete their online learning. Mrs Kelly is really pleased 
with Niamh and Jones for having a go at all the activities being set online. 
Grace has submitted the loveliest piece of Science work this week which Mrs Kelly and Miss Corkery are 
delighted with!  She will make a great teacher in the future! 

 

Year 4  
Mrs Brownhill is delighted with Essie-Mae for trying really hard with her Maths work. Essie-Mae has also 
amazed Miss Hulse by writing a fantastic story based on a poem in English. 
Both Miss Manders and Mrs McDaniel would like to mention Esther and Lillie-Rose for their fabulous 
behaviour in school. They apply fantastic effort to all their lessons! Della has also impressed with Manders in 
Maths. Mr Kingston is so pleased with Jaeden's RE work as he wrote how we can share the message of 
Christ: 
'Be selfless, help others, be a comfort to patients and be grateful as Christians.' The Year 4 teachers thought 
this was lovely. Mrs Brownhill has also been really impressed with Greta for her amazing effort in science, 
topic and RE. 



 

Year 5  
Mrs Canning has been very impressed with how hard Lorraine, Romeo and Ebony are working with Maths. 
She is delighted with Stephin, Vir and Jacob's amazing pieces of writing and is really pleased with Cheldane, 
Solianna and Ayona's thoughtful responses to their classwork. Mr Baker is proud of Stephin, Lorraine and 
Amelia's consistently good efforts with class work. He thinks Annaiyah has worked hard in her English. He 
would also like to thank Solianna and Jithin for trying hard in Maths and for their regular usage of TTRS. Mr 
Lavin would like to mention Keigan and Kian for trying extremely hard with their online maths work. Jithin, 
Logan and Vir are impressing Mrs Harston with their class work: Jithin has shown great enthusiasm, while 
Logan and Vir have been completing their work to a high standard. She is also really pleased with Evie, 
Stephin and Trey for always trying so hard with their Maths work. Also to Lorraine, Leona and Alisan for their 
efforts with their English work.  
 

Year 6 
Miss Connaire would like to say a huge well done to Erin, Kabisajini, Nidhaan and Kimani for producing vivid 
and descriptive setting descriptions about Harry's first arrival at Hogwarts. She is also really impressed with 
the effort that Scarlet is putting into her English home learning each week. Miss Lakin is really pleased with 
Lawrence in English and Kieran H in Maths for always trying their best with their on-line work. She would 
also like to say a big well done to Sughra for taking so much care in her work and completing all her tasks. 
Well done Sughra. Freddie and Jorel in Mr Markham-Jones’ Maths set have completed all their tasks to the 
very best of their ability. Fabulous! Benhur and Bailey have really impressed Mr Carroll with their effort in 
Maths over the last few weeks. Miss Boron wants to say a huge thank you and a massive well done to Kieran 
H for his phenomenal effort in maths, to Ruby and Daniel for their hard work in English this week and a 
huge thank you to Macey, Eshan, Bailey, Scarlett C, Chelsea and Aamilah for their consistent hard work and 
effort in all their online learning. Miss Boron is also delighted with Shay for his dedication to his work on 
Harry Potter. 
 

 

Hands, Face, Space 
Approximately 1 in 3 people who have coronavirus have no symptoms and 
could be spreading it without realising it. Remember - ‘Hands. Face. Space.’ 

 hands – wash your hands regularly and for at least 20 seconds. 

 face – wear a face covering in indoor settings where social distancing may 
be difficult, and where you will come into contact with people you do not 

normally meet. 

 space – stay 2 metres apart from people you do not live with where 
possible, or 1 metre with extra precautions in place (such as wearing face 

coverings) 
 

 



 

 
Harry’s First Arrival At Hogwarts – A Setting Description by Erin Year 6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Before dawn has broken and hours after Harry has left the station, the ornate, cast iron, age 
old express lets out a sudden ear piercing screech as it comes to a halt and exhales a severe 
amount of smoke. A surging cluster of first years scramble out of the steam engine to be 
greeted by a hairy, giant-like figure. 
This hairy beast is wearing a charming, crooked smile and several children’s jaws drop at the 
sight and size of this stranger. “Right then, this way to Hogwarts!” booms the deep, jolly voice of 
Hagrid, Keeper of Keys at Hogwarts School, as he turns around and strides towards a colossal 
lake surrounded by docked canoes waiting to be departed from the shore. 
Several moments after, once the first years have been safely seated in their canoes, they set 
off into the glass-like, still water of the lake, like sledges sliding across a frozen road with a 
tranquil sound. A dark cloud moves to allow the light of the moon to stream across and 
illuminates a scary-looking castle. This menacing, majestic manor towers over the now anxious 
first years like a lion with his chest puffed out. The children gaze up in shock as their eyes 
widen in amazement like a child on Christmas morning. “Wow!” say several awe-struck children 
in unison. 
As they row on for another couple of minutes, they finally see the castle up close – a jumble 
of ominous towers brought together to make the majesty of Hogwarts Castle. 
 
 

 
This is a part of a story that Amaya has written in English in 
Miss Fiddler’s set and then she’s uploaded onto Seesaw. 
Absolutely brilliant Amaya. Well done. 

 

 
This is a hilarious poem written by Jaiden 
in Y3 for Miss Corkey. I may need a 
biscuit myself now Jaiden. Fabulous 
work. 

 


