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By being compassionate and Lovingin the won pupils are
treated., especially when a pupil is in trowble; and by opening
pupils” enjes to those who suwffer poverty, injustice or violence.
The word compassion comes from two Latin words: awm meaning with and passio
meaning to change, especially in the sense of swffering adaerse change.

Tobe compassionate is to experience suffering or change alongside someone else — to
WEMWWWM%WWJ%SMW(TM
Characteristics of Jesuit Education n.l-3), to see the world through their ees, to step
into their shoes, to empathize.

Being able to empathize is a virtue very necessary for beinga good human being. Tolive
successfully in a family, or a school community, or workplace, or in wider society,
means being able to see, understand and feel things from other points of view, even ones
towhich [ maynot be particularly sympathetic. In the Christian tradition, it is never
enough simply to be attentive: we must allow ourselves to be moved by what we see,
especially by the plight of those who suffer or are less fortunate than we are.

Getting chiddren to stop and notice how others are experiencing their lives, and how
they feel, and whw they say and believe what they do, is an important aspect of
parenting and teaching. Ultimately, it s what makes us kind and, at a deeper Level,
opens wp the possibiliiay of being Loving through owr just and merciful actions and
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Jesus” great commandment is “Love one another.” (John 13:34) The more we Love

Love s something that is learned not by being taught but by harving fust experienced. it
Jor owrselves. Parents are the furst and best teachers by what they say and do (Rite of
Baptismn.77). Themost important Lesson they teach their children is Love. It isby
being Loved that we learn to love.

OF cowrse, it is easy to Love those who Love ws. In speaking about Love, Jesus throws out
the challenge to take Love deeper: “You have heard that it was said, You shall Love
your neighbowr and hate yowr enemy.” But | say toyou, Love your enemies and pray for
those who perseaute you.”” (Matthew 5:4 3-Ll) This is where Love becomes challenging.
Tolovein this way is to love as God Loves.

Schools buidd on the foundationslaid by parents. By buildingup communities
characterised by compassion and Love, Schools create the context in which children
can Llearn and acquire these virtues for themselves. Schools can also show children
where their opposites have done terrible damage to people and society. Inan
educational context, we should take children to horizons of experience that may be very
wrfamidios to them and ginve them perspectives which allow them to see the world as
the compassionate and Loving God sees it, “gazing down on the face and circuit of the
mmmmmwmmﬁwmm (SpriExm/m
n.106-7)

Our Compassionate Cod
Psdm It-6:1,3,6 (Gral)

Aleluial

Praise the Lord forHeis good,;
sing to the Lord _forHes loving.
He hedls the broken-hearted;

He binds up all their wounds.
The Lord raises the lowly.

Ciod so Loved, the world that he ganve his only Son, so that everyone who believesin him
maw not perish but may have eternal life.

“Teacher,” he asked, "which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus
answered, mLowWLordgoumGodwﬁhaMgmhmﬂ,wﬁhaUgmsouLa/ndwﬁh

all your mind.” Thisis the greatest and the most important commandment. The second
most important commandment is like it: ‘Lowgmnﬂghbwmgwlnwgmmwj'

Jesuws said, " And now | give you a new commandment: Love one
another. Aslhave loved you, so you must Love one another . | you
have love for one another, then everyone will know that you are
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