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Newsletter 24 
16th July 2021 

St Bernadette’s Catholic  

Primary School 
Hobmoor Road, Yardley, Birmingham, B25 8QL 

Telephone: 0121-783-7232 

Website  stberns.co.uk 

Twitter: @StBernsPrimary 

e-mail: enquiry@stberns.bham.sch.uk 

 At St Bernadette’s we are fully committed to safeguarding our children.  We expect all staff, parents and visitors to share this commitment. 

Dear Parents, 

As we approach the end of the academic year I 
can’t help but look back on what a turbulent year 
it has been for all of us, and in particular our 
children. We, like all schools and families, have 
been through a challenging 18 months, 
challenged in a way we would never have 
expected or even experienced before. Although 
we might automatically reflect on this time with 
negativity, there are many positives that we have 
also experienced. One thing that the children of 
St Bernadette’s have shown is resilience and 
determination. They have been a real credit to 
their families and I would like to thank you for 
encouraging them throughout this difficult time. 

I would like to especially thank the Year 6 
children for the joy, laughter and good times they 
have brought to St Bernadette’s and I wish them 
all the best as they leave St Bernadette’s to begin 
the next stage in their education. Keep up the 
hard work and I am sure that you will reap the 
rewards in later life. 

Furthermore, I would like to extend a huge thank 
you to each and every member of the Governing 
Body and staff team at St Bernadette’s who, yet 
again, have worked tirelessly throughout the year 
to ensure the pupils receive the best educational 
experience possible. 

Finally, I would like to extend my thanks for all 
the support you as parents have offered your 
children and the school this academic year. I wish 
you and your families a well-deserved summer 
holiday and look forward to welcoming families 
old and new on Thursday 2nd September and 
hopefully the resumption of some normality. 

God Bless. 

 

 

 

REMINDER SCHOOL FINISHES ON 
WEDNESDAY 21ST JULY AT 3PM 

 
 

Darcy (Y3) –RIP 

It is with great sadness that we announce the 
death of our beloved pupil Darcy (Y3) who passed 
away in the early hours of this morning.  Despite 
the ups and downs that her battle with cancer 
brought, Darcy remained cheerful throughout and 
always had a smile on her face. She faced each day 
with positivity and showed tremendous strength 
and courage.  We know that she will be with the 
angels in Heaven where the Lord will wrap His 
loving arms around her.  We offer our sincerest 
condolences to her family and friends at this sad 
and difficult time. 
 

She was so very, very special  
And was so from the start  

We watched her grow and loved her 
Deep down in our heart  

And like a single drop of rain  
That on still waters fall,  
Her life did ripples make  

And touched the lives of all.  
She’s gone to play with angels  

In heaven up above  
So keep your special memories  
And treasure. them with love  

Although our lovely Darcy  
Was with us just a while  

She’ll live on in our hearts  
With a sweet remembered smile 

 

To Honour Darcy's life the pupils would like to 
hold a non-uniform day on Monday 19th July and 
wear orange which was Darcy's favourite 
colour.  We are requesting a £1 donation on this 
day with all money raised being forwarded to 
Darcy's family. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee additional bank holiday in 2022 – Birmingham 

Term Dates 
You will have no doubt have heard the announcement made confirming that an additional bank holiday has 

been agreed on Friday 3rd June 2022 in celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Birmingham schools will 

already be on their summer half-term holiday on this day. The additional one day holiday will therefore be 

taken on Friday 22nd July 2022, meaning that the Summer Term 2022 will now end on Thursday 21st July 

2022. 
 

Term Dates for Next Academic Year 2021-2022  

Autumn Term 2021 
 

Term Starts:  
Thursday 2 September 2021  

 

Half Term:  
Monday 25 October 2021 

 to  
Friday 29 October 2021  

 

Term Ends:  
Wednesday 22 December 2021 

Spring Term 2022 
 

Term Starts:  
Monday 10 January 2022  

 

Half Term:  
Monday 21 February 2022  

to  
Friday 25 February 2022  

 

Term Ends:  
Friday 8 April 2022 

Summer Term 2022 
 

Term Starts:  
Monday 25 April 2022  

 

Half Term:  
Monday 30 May 2022  

to  
Friday 3 June 2022  

 

Term Ends:  
Thursday 21 July 2022 

 

Please note that the Christmas holidays may be different from other Birmingham schools. 
School will also be closed on the following dates: 

 
Staff INSET 
Monday 20th September 2021, Monday 1st November 2021, Friday 7th January 2022, Monday 28th February 2022, 
Monday 25th April 2022 
May Bank Holiday – Monday 2nd May 

(Please note the Inset Days may be subject to change) 

 
Year 2 Sponsored Walk 

Last week Year 2 took part in a mile long sponsored walk 

for two very special members of our St Bernadette’s family. 

The children showed determination, empathy and 

dedication throughout which showed they understood the 

importance of why we were doing it. As a staff we are 

incredibly proud of the children and grateful for your very 

kind and generous donations; we were blown away by the 

amounts the children raised.  To date the children have 

raised a total of £1778.00, which as you will agree is an 

incredible amount.  Thank you again for your contributions, 

god bless.  

 
 

 

 

 

Snowdon Climb 
A huge congratulations and well 

done to all the members of staff 

who reached the summit of Mount 

Snowdon on Saturday raising in 

excess of £10,000 for two very 

special members of our St 

Bernadette’s family. The dedication 

and commitment of the staff at St 

Bernadette’s never ceases to 

amaze me and I am truly thankful 

that we have such a caring and 

supportive staff in school. Thank 

you to all involved and to all those 

who donated. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charities 
I would like to say a big thank you to all who have supported the various charities this year.  Below you 
will see a list of charities that we have supported and the amounts raised this academic year.   

YEAR BAND 
AMOUNT 
RAISED 

CHARITY 

RECEPTION £1340.88 CANCER RESEARCH 

YEAR 1 £55.00 BOOK TRUST CHARITY 

YEAR 2 £1778.00 JUST GIVING DARCY & BETH 

YEAR 3 £41.20 DONATED TO READATHON 

YEAR 4 £1029.06 ACORNS CHILDRENS CHARITY 

YEAR 5 £3000.01 READATHON 

ODD SOCK DAY 176.00 KIDSCAPE CHARITY 

XMAS JUMPER DAY 460.87 SAVE THE CHILDREN 

GOOD SHEPHERD 253.00 FATHER HUDSONS 

TOTAL TO DATE £8134.02  

 

Could I particularly congratulate the following Reception children for raising huge amounts during their 
recent Sponsored event to raise money for Cancer Research: 
Muhammad (RPF) - £350.50 
Halima (RPF) £165.00 
Rubie-May (RPF) 100.00 
Jake C (RPF) £96.00 

Thank you all so much for your generous support and offerings to these worthy charities. 

 

Uniform Reminder 
Pupils should return to school in September wearing 
their winter uniform 
 

Grey trousers/ skirt/ pinafore 
 

White Shirt/ blouse 
 

School tie 
 

Grey school Jumper/cardigan 
 

Black shoes 
 

White round next T-shirt for PE 
 

Black shorts for PE 
 

Back pumps/ plimsolls for PE 
 

Blue or black headband/ small bows for long hair. 
 

 

Please remember that coloured, shaven or a 
patterned hairstyles and the wearing of large 
colourful bows is not permitted. 

 

 

Leavers’ Mass  

The outdoor leavers’ Mass is 

scheduled to take place on the 

school playground at 9.15am on 20th 

July for Year 6 Children and their 

parents – weather permitting.  Parents 

will only be able to attend if the Mass 

takes place outdoors – should we 

have inclement weather then 

unfortunately parents will not be able 

to attend an indoor Mass.  We do ask 

that you remain socially distanced 

during the Mass and wear a face 

mask. 

 

E-mails 
A number of parents have reported 

that emails from school are going 

straight into their Junk folder.  Please 

ensure that you check this folder and 

add St Bernadette’s to your safe list of 

emails. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Procedures for next academic 

year  

The DfE have published new guidance for 
arrangements in education settings from Step 4, 
covering both the summer period and the 
following term, when children will return to 
school.  
 
As a school we will continue to operate as we 
have done this term up until Wednesday 21st 
July. We will continue to have the extended 
arrival and exit times and parents will be 
expected to wear face masks when on the 
school premises.   
In SEPTEMBER we will operate as we did before 
the pandemic.  
 
So from September:  

• School will begin for ALL pupils at 8.45am 

(Doors will open at 8.30am) 

• School will close for ALL pupils at 3.00pm and 

2.00pm on Fridays (2.50pm for Nursery and 

1.50pm on Fridays) 

• Bubbles will no longer be in operation. Year 

bands will be able to mix on the playground 

and in the hall.  

• Collective Worship for the whole school will 

resume.  

• We would like to keep the one way system in 

operation to avoid congestion. 

We would like to thank parents for their co-
operation and support in what has been a truly 
difficult time for everyone. We are nearly there! 
Thank you all. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Year 6 Leavers’ Production 

Year 6 parents should have received letters explaining 
the procedures for the production next week.  Only 
one family member can attend and will be expected 
to remain socially distanced and wear a mask 
throughout the production.  There will be separate 
productions for each class on the following dates: 
Monday 19th July – 9.15am – Class 6AMJ 
Monday 19th July – 1.45pm – Class 6KL 
Tuesday 20th July – 1.45pm – Class 6ZB 
 

Last day of term 
It has been tradition at St Bernadette’s to have a toy 
day on the last day of the summer term.  
Unfortunately, this will not be going ahead this year 
and instead the pupils will be treated to a video day 
instead. 
 

Attendance Certificates 
Due to the pandemic having such a detrimental 
impact on some children’s attendance this academic 
year we have decided not to award 100% attendance 
certificates this term.  A number of children have had 
to isolate due to the pandemic and this absence was 
beyond their control - it would therefore be unfair to 
penalise these children as a result.  However, we 
would like to congratulate those children that have 
attended school everyday and thank you as parents 
for ensuring your child’s attendance has been as high 
as possible.  Every child will therefore receive an 
attendance certificate next week as we feel every 
child has been amazing coming to school regularly 
this year. It has been such a difficult time for both 
Parents and children having to isolate, complete 
school work and juggle family life with work 
commitments.  Thank you to all the Parents who 
continue to inform us of their child's absence and 
support us in raising our school attendance.  

 

 

 

FSM Voucher Summer Allocation 

Parents in receipt of FSM will have received their 
summer allocation via email.  Please check your 
emails and Junk Folders to ensure that you have 

received them. 

 

 

 

End of Year Reports 

By now all parents should have received their 
child’s end of year report via email.  If you have 
not received your child’s report, please check 
your junk folder and contact school before 
Tuesday 20th July so that this can be addressed. 

 



New classes and doors 

From September classes will use the doors listed to enter and exit the building. 

Current Class New Teacher  New 

Class 

Doors 

Nursery/ 

Reception 

Mrs Dawood RND 

Reception 

Doors 

Miss Deards RSD 

Mrs Devlin (nee 

Fullerton) 

RPD 

RND 

RSD 

RPF 
} 

 

Mixed 

Miss Gibbs 1EG 

KS1 doors Miss Bowden 1OB 

1EG Mrs Hussain 2SH 

KS1 Doors 1OB Miss Fiddler 2SF 

1SMcG Miss O’Toole 2CO’T 

2SF Mrs Lennon 3EL 

Year 3 Doors 2RW Mrs Kelly 3TK 

2EL Mrs Hill 3EH 

3TK Mrs Brownhill 4CB 4CB Classroom 

Door 

3EH Mr Wayne 4RW KS2 Doors 

3SH Miss Manders 4CM 4CM Classroom 

Door 

4AM Mr Baker 5EB 5EB Classroom 

Door 

4CB Mrs Harston 5KH 
KS2 Doors 

4CM Mrs Canning 5LC 

5EB Mr Markham-Jones 6AMJ KS2 Doors 

5LC Miss Boron 6ZB 
Year 6 Door 

5KH Miss Lakin 6KL 

 

VALUES AND VIRTUES 

Well done to the following pupils who have shown that they have demonstrated the 

values and virtues of being Faith-Filled and Hopeful during the half term: 

Nursery 

Evangel  

RND RSD RPF 

Tayah  Ana-Maria  Ayat  

1EG 1OB 1SM 

Leia  Jaydan  Kacie 

2SF 2RW 2EL 

Anne  Lily JJ 

3TK 3EH 3SH 

Jones  Maisy-Mae  Alysia  

4AM 4CB 4CM 

Abigail Katees  Grace  

5EB 5LC 5KH 

Stephin  Evie  Jithin  

6AMJ 6KL 6ZB 

Beatrice  Joshua  Harley  

 

 



 

We’re so excited to reveal the theme for the Summer Reading Challenge 2021! 

Get ready for Wild World Heroes at South Yardley Library this summer. 

Pack your bags, we’re headed for Wilderville! 

 

It’s a pretty cool place, but there are lots of things that the Wild World Heroes can 

do to make their town even better for the people and animals that live there. 

Join the Wild World Heroes for the Summer Reading Challenge and discover 

how you can make a difference to the environment too. 

We’re teaming up with The Reading Agency and WWF for a very special nature-

themed Challenge that will inspire you and your pupils to stand up for the planet! 

Wild World Heroes will feature amazing books, awesome rewards, and plenty of 

ideas for taking care of our environment. 

Are you excited to join the #WildWorldHeroes this summer? Registration opens on 

Saturday 17th July. 
 

Reader of the Month: May  
Logan 

 

Millionaire Readers: 
Sughra 
Benhur 

Alfie 
Elisia 
Grace 

Emmanuel 

Ezrah 
Nidhaan 

Noel 
Amanda 
Daniel 
Eshan 

Ann 
Evie 

Esther 
Riya 

Charlie 
Joshua 

Yusha 
Jewel 

George 
Kimani 

Jeremiel 
Danielle 

David 
Tilly-Bleu 

Surina 
Ashin 

Hermon 
 

Jithin 
Joyce 
Logan 
Erin 

Elisha 
 

 

Reflection 

‘I long for no other treasure but 

love, for it alone can make us 

pleasing to God.’ 

 – St Therese of Lisieux 

 

Thought for the day 

Never regret a day in your life: Good days give 

happiness, bad days give experience, worst days 

give lessons and the best days give memories. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Nursery 
(Blue) 

Taylor   
For being more confident talking to 
his friends and teachers.  

Nursery 
(Red) 

Bilal  
For doing really well in the Tour de 
France.   

Nursery 
(Green) 

Oscar  For always doing the right thing.   
Nursery 
(Yellow) 

Freddie 
For always having a smile to share in 
the morning.   

RND  Ayla  
For always being a kind friend to 
everyone.   

3TK  Montaha
  

For always producing wonderful 
written work.  

Addleigh  
For writing his name 
independently! Well done!   

Renihya  
For wonderful contributions to our 
class discussions in English.  

RPF  
Poppy  For always being a kind friend.   

4AMD 
China  

For always being considerate and 
caring towards others.  

Ruhann  For listening so well in lessons.   Jakub  
For continuing to be a great role 
model. 

RSD  
George  

For some wonderful independent 
writing.   

4CB  
Layton  

For working hard to achieve his 
silver behaviour star! Well done, 
Layton!  

Aaira  
For trying her best to write 
independently.   

L.J.  
For working hard to achieve his 
silver behaviour star! Well done, LJ!  

1EG  
Olivia  

For always working her hardest in 
lessons.   

4CM  
Nathan  

For marking a huge 
effort to change his behaviour this 
term and succeeding in doing so.   

Myra   

For tremendous progress in 
Reading/Phonics fluency  

  
Alfie  

For making a huge effort to change 
his behaviour this term and 
succeeding in doing so.   

1OB 
 Iga  

For always working hard 
in Maths and producing beautiful 
pieces of work during RE.  

5EB  
Jacob  

For writing a fantastic newspaper 
report orientation as part of his 
homework.  

Nikita  For her beautiful writing!  Keigan  For trying hard in sports day.   

1SMCG 
 

Leonidas  
For tremendous progress in 
Reading/Phonics fluency  

5KH  Ebony  
For having a mature and sensible 
attitude in lessons.  

Ciara J  For being kind and helpful.  
Caoimhe

  
For being creative and trying hard in 
English lessons.   

2EL 
 

Anayah   
For being such a kind and 
thoughtful girl all through the year.  

5LC  Nick  
For being polite and showing lovely 
manners.  

Louis  
For being such a kind and 
thoughtful boy all through the 
year.    

Cheldane  

For being such a great help to her 
teachers and a positive presence in 
the classroom.   

2RW 
 

Rocco  For being amazing all year.  
6AMJ  Vince   

For being polite and always doing the 
right thing  

Josie  
For being amazing all year.  

  
Sharuja  

For having an excellent attitude 
and perfect behavior all the time.  

2SF 
 

Isla-Mae  
For excellent effort in her English 
writing.   

6KL  
All of 6KL for being so mature, kind and providing 

lots of fun in their final days at St Bernadette’s. 
Tafari   

For excellent effort in his English 
writing.  

3EH 
 

Isabella  
For her positive attitude towards 
her learning.  

6ZB  All of 6ZB for being such a kind and thoughtful 
class all year and for all the fun in their final days 

at St Bernadette’s.  

  
Reo  For his brilliant effort in English.  

3SH 
AJ  

For consistently having a positive 
attitude in all lessons.  

  
 

Kaashif  
For making a huge improvement in 
his handwriting across all subjects.  

 
 

Special Certificates 
Each week a child from each class is nominated to receive a special certificate through the post.  The pupils who are 

awarded these certificates have shown that they really understand what it means to live as Jesus taught us, perhaps 

by being particularly kind or helpful.  Well done to the following children: 

 

 

 



 
 


