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Remote Learning  
School will remain closed up to the February half term and after then we will await the decision from 
Government. We know that many of our children have missed a significant amount of teaching this academic 
year already and therefore it is essential that they complete the online work that has been set for them.  The 
DfE expect schools to teach a planned and well-sequenced curriculum so that knowledge and skills are built 
incrementally. St Bernadette’s have chosen to use Seesaw as the learning platform for children in Years 1 to 6 
and Tapestry for children in the Foundation Stage. Staff are investing a lot of time and effort, preparing 
lessons for children each day and parents were notified last week, in our newsletter, which lessons should be 
completed each day with a year band timetable. Whilst I acknowledge that remote learning will never be as 
good as having the children in the classroom, this is the best alternative we have at present.  The responses 
we have had from children has been very variable. Some children complete all of the work set in the time 
scale given and others have not opened up their work at all. I appreciate it is a very difficult time for parents, 
many of you are having to juggle your own work whilst also home schooling your children, but I do expect all 
children to complete the work set. As a school we are obliged to set a minimum of 3 hours of work for 
children in Year 1 and Year 2 and a minimum of 4 hours of work for children in key stage 2 every day. This will 
always include some English and maths work each day and either some Science work, RE work or Topic work 
in addition. The English and maths is differentiated according to the ability of your child, so should be 
accessible to all children.  Parents who have requested laptops have been provided with one and staff in the 
office are looking to arrange additional data for those families who require it. We now need all parents to 
insist that their children have a regular routine established at home, with time set aside to complete school 
work. Senior staff will be making calls to families if children are not completing the work.  Please support 
your child and insist that they complete the work that has been set.  
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At St Bernadette’s we are fully committed to safeguarding our children.  We expect all staff, parents and visitors to share this commitment. 

Week 2 – Lockdown 
 

Weekly Update 
We will continue to update you each 
week via a newsletter, as things are 
changing in the education sector daily. 
Please read the newsletter and pin it to 
your fridge. If all parents could ensure 
they read the newsletter it will reduce 
the number of calls that are we are 
receiving. The office staff are very busy 
processing the data that is required from 
the DFE and are working incredibly hard 
every day to support staff, parents and 
children. Please refrain from calling them 
about information that has been posted 
on the newsletter.  
 

Important Reminder 

Reception Applications 
Parents who have a child, starting school in 

September 2021, must ensure they have 
submitted their application by Friday 15th 

January. An application must be made 
online at 

 www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
      If you have not already submitted your 

application, please ensure you have done so 
by tonight. You are unlikely to receive your 

first choice school, if you submit a late 
application. 

http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions


 
 
 

 

Free School Meals 
Any parent whose child is not attending school at this time and is entitled to a free school meal, is 
encouraged to collect a hamper from school on Monday 18th January. The food parcels will be available from 
the school office between 9.30and 11.30am. After that date the Government have now decided that they 
will provide parents with a food voucher. As soon as we receive the vouchers in school they will be 
distributed via email. Please do not contact school about these vouchers as there is likely to be a delay 
within the local authority, before they are sent to schools.  
Children of key workers. 
 
We currently have approximately 150 children in school who are either regarded as vulnerable, or have 
parents who are key workers. Many parents are working on a part time basis and therefore are not required 
to send their children into school every day. If you do need to send your child into school, then all siblings 
should be attending.  
 
A few reminders for these parents: 

 All children in school will be given breakfast each morning. Breakfast is toast only and we are unable 
to provide any alternatives. We do not charge for breakfast at present.  

 All children should be wearing full school uniform and would benefit from wearing thermals as the 
classroom windows are open.   

 Children must complete work at home on the days they are at home - 'catching up' in school is not 
possible as they have a full timetable the following day. 

 A snack is still needed for break time.  

 There should be a water bottle supplied each day with water not squash 
 
Be the best you can be – a message for the children  
We want everyone within our school community to ‘be the best they can be.’ This means that everyone of 
you must work hard every day to do your best. We want everyone to reach their full potential. Never forget 
how special and unique you are. You are such a precious gift and at St Bernadette’s, we promise to give you 
the best education either in school or remotely that we possibly can. 

 At St Bernadette’s Catholic School, you will find us caring, hardworking and co-operative.  We follow the ways of 

Jesus using our talents and gifts to make our school special.  We show respect to all and welcome you. 

CBBC 
Starting on Monday 11th January, each week day on CBBC, there is a three hour block of 
lessons for children in primary school. This begins at 9am.  This will be useful for families 
who have no internet.  These programmes have been specially designed for primary 
children and should engage children for a few hours each day.  

  

Free Mobile Data 
We have recently emailed all parents regarding possible support for disadvantaged families with data 
packages. The DfE and leading mobile network providers are helping schools support disadvantaged 
children through the so-called "Get Help with Technology" programme.  
 

To help children from low-income families, who may not have data or broadband for homeschooling, 
telecoms firms have teamed up with the Department for Education (DfE) to make sure they don't fall 
behind. 
 

The help is available to pupils in years 3 to 11 who rely on a mobile internet connection when their face-
to-face education is disrupted due to Covid-19. 
 

Parents with no fixed broadband who can't afford extra data increases might be eligible for support. If you 
think you may be eligible please complete the form that was emailed to you and we will process the data 
accordingly. Forms must be completed by Friday 29th January. After this time we will not accept any 
further requests. 
https://forms.gle/CFiHenjYpegmaWWZ9 

 

https://www.thesun.co.uk/topic/coronavirus/
https://forms.gle/CFiHenjYpegmaWWZ9


 

Congratulations 
Some children across the school have been working really hard to complete the online work that has been 
set for them. The following children have impressed us this week: 
 

Nursery 
Chester – who has produced excellent work everyday. Thank you to mum who is working really hard with 
him. 
Jacob - for fabulous drawing in nursery. 
 

Reception  
Jake - for completing all of his online work with great enthusiasm.  
Ava Mae and Tehya - who have shared some wonderful work on Tapestry  

 

Year 1  
Samantha has completed some excellent English work this week. 
Kieran has been doing lovely maths and RE work, Cathal has completed some great English Work 
Danielle and Gabriella for super phonics work. 
Latoya has tried really hard with online work this week. 
 

Year 2 
Charlie - for trying hard with his online learning and for sending in some great step by step instructions on 
how to make paper snowflake.  
Tilleah - for completing all of her online learning and always going above and beyond. 
John-Patrick -  for going above and beyond in his English work  
Josh- for all the effort he is putting into all subjects.  
Hijab - for her Maths work. 
Tilleah and Eleanor – for completing some excellent English work. 
 

Year 3 
Kai and Jaiden - have impressed staff with their use of adverbs in their work.  
Rhivae - who has completed all her maths tasks and is showing really good progress. 
Kayden - who has been in school and has been a superstar in terms of concentration and effort. He is also 
replying to his teacher's comments. 
Rayn and Grace-  who have completed every piece of work set for them, including all the extra reading 
activities and have sent videos and photographs in of what they have been doing at home. 
 

Year 4  
Mrs Brownhill would like to mention Montini for his fabulous sewer monster story in English. We all loved 
reading it! 
Miss Hulse is delighted with Paris for listening to feedback and working so hard to improve in Maths. 
In English, Mrs McDaniel was pleased to read Blanka's work on adverbials. 
James has impressed Miss Manders this week because of his fantastic story writing and for visiting Spelling 
Shed numerous times this week. 
In RE, Mr Kingston would like to congratulate Kaiden for correctly sequencing the Christmas Story and for 
being able to name many of the key people involved. 
All of the Year 4 teachers would like to make a special mention to the children who have been battling in the 
arena on Timetables Rockstars this week! We can't wait to challenge you again next week. 
 
 
 



 

Year 5  
Ashin, Charlie, Cheldane, Georgie, Hermon - who have engaged 
thoughtfully and with high levels of accuracy in maths  
Darcey, Grace and Logan Jay whose English work has been 
thoughtful and engaging. 
 

Year 6 
Alex for completing all of his online tasks (English, Maths, Class, 
PE & the extra reading activities) 
Isabelle for trying her best to complete her Maths tasks, even 
when they have been challenging. Isabelle has shown great 
perseverance!  
Sughra and Vince who have worked really hard with their online 
Maths. 
Adam for getting to grips with the online learning and making a 
real effort to get all of his work submitted. 
Amanda, Ann, Benhur, Erin, Josh S, Joshua C, Kabisajini, Nidhaan 
and Sughra for completing all tasks fully and to the best of their 
ability. 
Macey, Isabelle, Kabisajini, Jor'El, Shay, Kieran H and Chelsea for 
their hard work online.  
Mattia- for excellent English and maths work.  
 

Hands, Face, Space 
Approximately 1 in 3 people who have 
coronavirus have no symptoms and 
could be spreading it without realising 
it. Remember - ‘Hands. Face. Space.’  

 hands – wash your hands regularly 
and for at least 20 seconds. 

  face – wear a face covering in 
indoor settings where social 
distancing may be difficult, and where 
you will come into contact with 
people you do not normally meet.  

 space – stay 2 metres apart from 
people you do not live with where 
possible, or 1 metre with extra 
precautions in place (such as wearing 
face coverings) 
 

 

A prayer for the difficult times we face 
 

For those who are unwell and concerned for loved ones 

for those who were already very anxious 

for those immune suppressed or compromised 

for those vulnerable because of underlying conditions 

for those in the ‘most at risk to coronavirus’ categories 

for those watching their entire income stream dry up 

for those who have no choice but to go out to work 

for those who are afraid to be at home  

for those who are more lonely than they've ever been 

for those who are bereaved and grieving. 

God be their healer, comfort and protection, 

be their strength, shield and provision 

be their security, safety and close companion 

 



 



 


