A post-biblical legend developed about the goldfinch beinga
witness to the humidiating march of Jesus carrying the aross
to Golgotha. A goldfinch flew above the staggering figure of
Jesws and was distressed by the crown of thorns on his head.
As the legend tells it, the goldfinch flew down and tried to
pluck off the thorns. As the bird plucked at thorns some of
Jesus’ blood dﬂi/pp@dmwot)rwgo’ldgci/n,dn's head . Hence the
origin of the red feathers on its head is explained as

[ts natuwral diet of consuwming thorns and thistles is also
enlisted in the details of the tale, to emphasise that in the
bore witness.

In Art, it frequently appears with,
the Chwist Child, showing the
close connection betmween the
lncarnation and Passion.
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